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John 11:1-45                      

Wow!  What a huge story!  So much going on here with Lazarus, his sisters, the Jews, Jesus......  As was the case last Sunday, there is so much in this passage that we could focus on various aspects of it for weeks.


Here are just 4 themes we could spend some time on:

Believing- Mary and Martha believing that had Jesus come when they called him, their brother would not have died.  Martha believing that even though he was dead, Jesus could raise Lazarus from the dead.  The Jews who witnessed the resurrection of Lazarus believed.  Lots about believing

Weeping- Mary and Martha were weeping for the loss of their brother.  It is the only time in the Bible where we read that Jesus wept.  Lots we could talk about there.

If You Had Shown Up- Are there times in your life when you wished that God had shown up?  Great conversations we could have there.

Puzzles- Lots of puzzles in this passage that we might want to figure out -  

The sisters called for him to come yet he did not go for 2 days? Curious!
"Let's go to Judea", He says.  "Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you there?"    "Are there not 12 hours of daylight....those who walk during the day do not stumble."  ???

He referred to Lazarus as one who had 'fallen asleep'.


But today I am not going to speak about any of those things.  As we move deeper and deeper into Lent, closer and closer to the cross, nearer and nearer to death, I want to talk about life and resurrection which is really what the story of Lazarus is about in a big way. 


The Old Testament is full of death and destruction.  Moses parting the Red Sea....the Israelites, God's people get through on the dry river bed to the other side.....the Egyptian armies experience death by drowning.  One of the most iconic stories from the OT is about this small young man named David and this giant of a man named Goliath, who eventually dies at the hands of the young man.


But the NT, it seems to me, is about life....new life.  It is about the power of life, not the power of death.  The blind become sighted, the deaf begin to hear, the lame begin to walk, the doubters become believers, and the dead rise.


Remember the young girl.....some said she was not dead but sleeping, but Jesus simply invited her to rise....and she did.  This story of Lazarus is perhaps the best known stories of the resurrection apart from....well, you know.  


The sisters send someone to get Jesus, to come quickly to heal his friend, their brother, who was ill.  Jesus gets the message, but decides to stay where he was, and not head to see Lazarus for 2 days! 

He finally gets there, Lazarus had died.  They were upset, but Jesus and the girls work things out.  By this time Lazarus has been buried.  Jesus, Mary and Martha and some Jews made their way out to the tomb.  Lazarus had now been dead for 4 days.  The stone was removed, Jesus looked heavenward and said, "Father I thank you for having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me".  And then he cried out in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out".  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth.  Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 


Jesus was about rising not dying.  The power of life over death- Not once in the NT do we see him use his power to attack, to kill, to defeat.  His instrument of choice was love.  Whether it is  against the Pharisees, Pilate, Caiaphas, or even Herod, Jesus was a pacifist.  He spoke confidently but softly.  He was never the aggressor.  For him it was never a power play.  Lifting up, not putting down.  That kind of living calls heavily upon things like humility and forgiveness.  That kind of living calls on love......love that casts out fear, love that does not keep a record of wrongs, love that is not envious or proud, love that is filled with gentleness, kindness and compassion.  Love that endures.


We hear a lot about bullying these days.  Where can you find examples in the NT where Jesus acted like a bully?  Probably more likely to find Jesus acting humbly, kindly, compassionately,.....


Part of what it means to be a disciple, that to which you and I are called,  is to learn from the master, is that we strive to imitate, to follow His lead, .....That simple acronym WWJD....perhaps cliché by now, still so valid!  It is something that should fire within us automatically before we speak, before we act.  You and I, conduits for new life, lifting up, not putting down.  I want you this week, to keep that WWJD  phrase in the forefront of your mind.  Let it influence your thoughts, your words, and your actions.  Affirming, encouraging, building up not breaking down.....disciples of the one who gives new life!
