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  Luke 1:26-35

If you decorate your home or your Christmas tree with angels, you are in good company.  Angels figured prominently in that very first Advent story.

In Luke 1 starting at verse 8, an unnamed angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah.  He and his wife were getting on in years.  The angel told him that his wife Elizabeth would bear him a son and he was to be named John.

In Matthew 1 starting at verse 18 an unnamed angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, telling him that he was to take Mary as his wife, that the child conceived in her was from the Holy Spirit and that she will bear a son who is to be named Jesus, and that He will save his people from their sins. 

In Luke 1 starting at verse 26  the angel Gabriel was sent by God to Mary, a virgin engaged to Joseph.  The angel said to Mary,  “Greetings favored one.  The Lord is with you.  Do not be afraid Mary for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High.”

Angels speaking to individuals like Joseph, and Zechariah, and Mary.  Angels singing on high, calling the shepherds to leave their flocks and run to the stable.

Lots of angels in the story of God.  Lots of angels in the story of you and me.  So it is good to surround ourselves with angels.  To see them.  To hear their voice.  To receive their messages.  Angels.

(DO RESPONSIVE READING)

Today I want to focus on the encounter between the angel Gabriel and Mary as we read it in the first chapter of Luke.

The other angels were unnamed.  For some reason or another the writer of Luke believes it is important to reference this one’s name - Gabriel.  Eugene Peterson in The Message  says that Mary’s response to this visit from Gabriel caused her to be thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that.  But Gabriel attempted to calm and assure her.    Then Gabriel went on to tell her about the son to whom she would give birth and the difference he would make to the world.  They talked some more and then Gabriel told Mary that her cousin, though on in years, was also expecting.  Nothing is impossible with God!


Interesting how this encounter starts out.  Gabriel went to Mary and told her that she had found favour with God!  When you hear these words, that Mary has found favour with God, what sorts of things might you think of……wealth, good health, a happy life, lacking for nothing?   Last week I spoke about the use of the term ‘blessing’ – and defined it as those things which move you closer to God.  Blessings help us to know and experience, to love, and to serve God more.  Blessings can take many forms.   “Blessed are you Mary for you have found favour with God!”  If Mary, while decoding this message from Gabriel, dared to imagine that perhaps a charmed, luxurious, untroubled life might lay ahead of her, she could not have been further from the truth.    She would see her son grow into adulthood and be threatened and chastised by the religious authorities.  She would hear the terrible things that some of His detractors would say about Him and how hurtful those words would be.  She would see him hunted and arrested by the Roman authorities, betrayed and disowned by his own disciples.  Could this be what it means to have found favour with God?  Is this what it means to be blessed? The horrific path to Golgotha – the beatings, the cruelty, the name calling, being spat upon, whipped and tortured.  And finally the cross.  The unspeakable pain, visited upon her beloved son.  He had done so much good.  Thousands had  come to hear him speak, and heal, and teach, and just to be present with Him.  And even some of the religious authorities of the day were smitten by His ways and His teachings, though they could not admit to such.


All this for a young girl in whom God had found favor.  All this for a young girl ‘blessed’.

We often wonder where God is during our tough times.  We thought He loved us, found favour in us, blessed us….and now all of this pain and hardship.

Again and again we hear stories of other people, and possibly even our own stories, and certainly Mary’s story, where in the most difficult of times, somehow, courage the likes of which they had not even known they had, is summoned!.  Have you ever heard anyone say, “If anyone had ever told me that this horrible thing would happen to me and my family, and that somehow we would survive it, I would not have believed them.  I would not have thought it possible.”   God’s favor and blessing are there! In the difficult times, the times of great challenge, God is  present in our mustard seed of faith.

Think for a moment of  the easy times in your life.  Those days and moments when life was a breeze!  Now think about a time in your life that was difficult.  Is it even possible that somehow God was there….with you in the darkness, the heaviness, the fear, the chaos?  Perhaps you were not able to see Him or hear Him at the time, but maybe in hindsight- like that well known, well loved prose we know as Footsteps.

If you haven’t already, I want to encourage you to put at least one angel figurine up in your house or an angel ornament for your tree, or maybe even an angel for the top of your tree.  And sometime, between now and Christmas morning, I want you to just sit quietly and gaze at that angel.  Is your angel named or unnamed?  Does the angel make you feel afraid, or does it comfort you?  Is the angel bringing you tidings of great joy?  Is the angel bringing you a message from God?  Perhaps the angel somehow lets you know that God has found favor in you, and that God wants to bless you.


I want to close today by having you listen to this song and to read the words as you follow along.  This was the beginning of Mary’s journey.  This was the angel Gabriel’s approach to her.  God’s angel to an ordinary life, like Mary’s, or maybe yours, maybe mine.  God chose Mary to bring love to the world in the form of Jesus.  Might he ask you and me to also find ways to bring love to this world?

Amen     
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