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Today, I would like us all to go back in time….to a better time.  A time when money was plentiful, kids played outdoors, Sunday was different from all other days of the week….a time when Sunday Schools were full to overflowing and your family and all their friends and  neighbours headed off to church every Sunday.


Let’s face it -  the future looks bleak.


Did you know that the majority of churchgoers of all stripes believe that our best days are behind us and the future of society looks grim?  We are called to be people of hope, and faith!!
But instead, we glamorize and romanticize the past and we have a deepening sense of despair about the future!

So what about Today…this day that supposedly the Lord has made and in which we should be glad?  Today is merely a stage upon which we mourn the loss of a glorious past and upon which we fear the future.  As a friend of mine says, “The older I get, the better I was”!

Diana Buttler Bass maintains that the most important word Jesus ever said was…..can you guess…..Today!

Jesus had come back to his home synagogue.  He reads the Scripture for the day in worship and then, as was the custom, spoke to it.  His sermon for the day, was be based on the Isaiah passage which  he read  from the scroll -  ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recover the sight to the blind and to free the oppressed……”   He   might have said something like,  “In the past, our fathers and mothers envisioned a world of justice, freedom, and healing….abundant life….the land of milk and honey as God promised Moses.” 
Or he might have said something like,  “Along with Isaiah, we too hope for the fulfillment of this glorious promise that one day the poor will be lifted up, the captives set free, and the blind will see.  We pray that all this might come to be.”

But instead Jesus uses that dreaded ‘T’ word, and it brings  outrage to those good church going listeners, and if we are not careful, it might to us too!

“Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  Today???!!  They were shocked!  The Spirit of the Lord is here Today?  God’s will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven, Today!!  All this about the poor, the imprisoned, the blind, the oppressed…This is the year of the Lord’s favour?  Attend to this Today!    Today,…we have to take care of all of this today?  Are you kidding me?

Nostalgia is wonderful.  Life was wonderful way back then.  The future is so far away that it really is not our problem.  But Today??!!

‘Today’ was a terrifying word for his listeners to hear because it placed them in the midst of that sacred drama!  They were being called to be God’s agents of change and liberation and servanthood.  A call to action.   Now!

Diana Butler Bass suggests that faith communities are often consumed with memories of the past and hopes for the future.  Speaking of the past may take a form of maintaining buildings and structures, of teaching ancient texts, passing on patterns of life, values, traditions from our ancestors. Speaking of the future is often wrapped up in hopes for salvation and eternal life, desire for prayers to be answered, for children to come back to church.  Both past and future are important to vibrant faith communities;  healthy and life-giving practices of honouring our ancestors and embracing a hopeful future.

But Today is dangerous!  It was for our Jewish brothers in the synagogue that day, and it is for us right now, right  here  in this sanctuary….that is, if we dare to take this passage seriously.  And if we don’t want to take this seriously, that’s ok too.  We can likely  get by doing as little as possible – or even nothing.  Perhaps those who come after us can make a change! 


This call to action in Luke is not just a meaningless ramble, read by a bunch of religious people a long time ago.  It threatened them.  It challenged them.  It demanded something of them.


This passage in Luke was directed to them and it is directed to us.  It is not an ancient and dormant nostalgic text from the past.    This is the hard truth of the Gospel.  It was a hard truth for our ancestors to hear and to receive and to embrace, and is a hard truth for you and me to hear and to receive and to embrace.  And so they tried to run him out of town, or worse.  How are we going to respond to these words?  Just ignore this call upon our lives and hope it goes away?


If Jesus were here today what would He hear and see…..a refugee crisis, the impact of terrorist activities, inner city streets lined with homeless people and people with mental health and drug issues.  He would see people lined up at food banks, and begging on street corners.  The list goes on and on and on.  But He would also see the fortunate ones, volunteering generously of their time and money and talent to various places and people of need.  He would see individuals doing wonderful acts of grace and mercy and service to others.  He would see all sorts of wonderful ministry going on that remains unseen by most of us.  Today there is so much that is being done for the kingdom of God and yet there is still so much to be done.


We are trying to put a team together to go down and feed the homeless a meal that others of God’s people have purchased and prepared.  We are trying to find people who would be willing to spend a bit of time helping our children learn about the love of God.  We are trying to find willing volunteers to lend a hand with many of the ministries in this church.  We are trying to encourage one another to find ways to shine God’s light into the lives of others, in our homes, our church, and our community.


The Spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus that day and is upon us today.  Today we hear Jesus proclaim that the Scripture is fulfilled today!      

What  are you going to do about any of this?  How is any of this going to change you?  You can leave it in the past.  You can leave it for those yet to come.  Or you can decide to take action now…in big or little measure.  One of the many gifts God has given us is free will.  The choice is yours. Amen
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