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Throughout Lent we are going to be exploring some of the various facets of  Jesus.  Like the rest of us, Jesus was a multi-dimensional person.  There were many different aspects to his character and to his ministry. 

Living water, miracle worker, bread of life, servant, good shepherd, king of kings, resurrection-  various dimensions of Christ. 

 Today we will take a look at Jesus as the Living Water.  But first, before we do that, I want us to think for a moment about our lives as Christians.  Would you say that you are an upstanding, respectable person of the church – a child of God -a disciples of Christ -student of the teacher, imitator of our role model?  So with all that in mind, I want you to consider this-

I often encourage you to invite someone to come to church with you.  If you think this is a pretty good place, that coming here somehow enhances your life, it is only appropriate that you would want others to experience what it is like to come here to enjoy worship and  be part of this loving faith community.  –a chance to grow in your relationship with God – a chance to grow more into the likeness of Christ.

So I am going to read off a list, and I want you to decide for yourself, who on this list you think you would be willing to invite to come to church  and who you would not….and not only invite to come to  church, but also invite home with you for lunch afterward. 
-a young family, Mum and Dad and 3 children ages 5, 8 and 11

-a single friend

-a retired couple who just moved to town

-someone who is divorced

-a Muslim neighbour

-someone who struggles with addiction to alcohol or drugs or gambling or sex

-someone who is homeless

-a prostitute

-someone who is uneducated

-someone who struggles with mental illness

-someone who is living with someone to whom they are not married  

-someone who is openly gay or transgendered

As I went down that list, did you draw the line somewhere?  Did you become uncomfortable at any point?  Were there some who did not qualify to be invited to come to church with you?  And those who you were willing to invite, was it because you think they need to be here  to get straightened out, or because you feel it is important for them to know that they are loved by God, or because you want to be seen reaching out to them?  Perhaps with some on that list, you would invite them to church but to your home afterward for lunch….well…..let’s not get crazy here!  From that list, are that some that qualify….some that meet your criteria…..and some that do not?  From that list, who are the ones that Jesus would not want to be  here?  Who are the ones to who’s homes Jesus would not go?


In Biblical times, the Jews were very religious people.  Their culture and their faith were very important to them.  The Samaritans were a mixed race and hated by the Jews.  The Jews did whatever it took to avoid them at all costs, even if it meant travelling miles out of their way to get to where they were going.

   Jesus refused to live according to cultural pressure or restrictions….He lived according to the  things pf God - grace, compassion, generosity, humility, equality…..


So one day Jesus is travelling through Samaria….something his Jewish  peers would never do. He did not care.  He got tired and sat down by a well, some distance  outside a city.


Getting water was considered women’s work no matter how far they had to go for the water nor how heavy the load.  It still is.          XXXX  SLIDESXX  Did you know that 750 million people in the world, and that is 11% of the world’s population lack access to safe water?  Did you know that it is the woman’s job to get the water for the day before her husband and children awake for the day.  The women collect water for drinking, cooking, cleaning, hygiene, and sanitation. ?   The water they collect is often unclean.  In many cases there is no fuel available so that the water can be boiled and sanitized.    It is a huge burden.  It keeps the women from participating in education, politics, and  business.

So Jesus is resting by a well.  Along comes a woman.  Here is what we know about her:

She was from the hated mixed race – a Samaritan…no such thing as a good Samaritan apparently.

She was not married but she was living with a man  -strike 2

She was in a public place with a man  -  strike 3

And she is not the only one with strikes against them…..Jesus is talking to her.  Everyone knew that no respectable Jewish man would talk to such a woman under any circumstances.  Jesus did.  He had this strange belief that the gospel /  the Good News was   for everyone…..not just the righteous Jews, not just the scribes and the Pharisees, not just the innocent children, not just good church going folks.  Jesus believed that the Gospel, the Good News was for everyone…..all people!  So the fact that this person was a woman, that she was living with a man to whom she was not married, (and he was one of many others who had come and gone from her life), and that she was from this hated mixed race -  none of these things mattered one bit to Jesus. 

Jesus was insistent that the Good News of God’s love was for everyone-  women, women of mixed race, women who were living unmarried with a man, anyone from any social strata of life, educated and uneducated, rich or poor male or female, gay or straight.  Jesus was willing to cross all barriers in order to try to convince people that they were children of God, loved by God! 

 But we know that already don’t we?!  We get that.   It is not news to us that that God’s love knows no bounds.  He’s got the whole world in His hands and he loves everyone right!  We sing and celebrate that !!!  

God loves everyone!  No exceptions to the rule.  Love without condition, without strings attached.  We believe that God loves us right?  And who among us would claim that they are perfect?  Without sin?  So if God loves us in our imperfection, even in our sinfulness  who does he not love?  Where is God going to draw the line?


So this woman, to whom Jesus  should not have been speaking, or anywhere near for that matter, arrived at the well to draw water.  Jesus was the first to speak.  He asked her to give him a drink of water.  The woman was taken aback that he even spoke to her and what’s more, that  he asked a favour of her.  She knew only too well that she and others like her were despised by Jewish men.  


And thus their encounter about water, drinking water and Living water was launched.  The woman did not understand this concept of Living Water and spiritual refreshment.  Jesus spent some time trying to teach her.  We do not deprive our bodies of food or water when they hunger or thirst.  So why would we deprive our souls?  Water.  Living water.  Spiritual refreshment.


It was all new to her….she did not understand.  She began to think that if she received this water that Jesus was offering, this Living Water, she would no longer have to make this long walk to the well each day to fetch and carry this heavy load home.  And if  she could understand  how to accept this Living Water that Jesus was talking about, life would be so much easier.  Have we not all thought that at one time or another?  If that were the case, we would become disciples of  Christ for all the wrong reasons.  Christ did not come to take away challenge, but to change us on the inside and empower us to deal with problems from God’s perspective.  It took the woman some time to understand.  The living water would enable her to live in a way she had never lived before.  A new zest and a new depth of living.  A vibrant sense of gratitude and hopefulness.  It would not be the end of struggle and challenge, but now she would have an undefeatable resource upon which to draw upon in the midst of hardship.  Perhaps it takes us some time as well, to really understand.  .


To change our understanding,  to change our point of view,  to change our behaviour,  it takes some time.  Jesus gave her time.  He gives us time.

We think of Lent as a time of Giving Up.  It can also be a time of Taking On.  

In order to help us grow in our understanding of the person and the way of Jesus, I want you to do 3 things this week-

#1. I want  you to  pray for our congregation every day through Lent, every day for the next 40 days….you don’t have to pray ALL day…say thank you for this faith community….or just sit quietly and think about this congregation….it does not have to be much, but it has to be every day in Lent.  

#2.  I want you to be deliberate and intentional about reclaiming the Sabbath……It is not about saying NO to a whole list of things , it is about saying YES to certain things….yes to family time, yes to relaxing,  yes to having quiet time, yes to things of value.  The Sabbath is about quieting the noise in our lives, just for a little while - taking the time to be mindful of the qualities of Christ  and how to be imitators of those attributes.  Just for a day, find ways to say no to the endless demands on our time and energy and yes to those things that are life giving.   And finally

#3.  Spend a bit of time wondering about this question -  Who is invited to the party……and who is not?

May God go with you …this day, and all the days of your life!  


 Amen
