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Today, I am going to speak about two things that are both opposite and very connected.  Listening and noise.

Specialists on listening encourage us to “listen between the lines”.  They want us to hear the sub-text - the intention behind the actual words.  Listen between the lines??  Do you really think that anyone even listens to the lines let alone “between the lines”?  I often wonder if anyone ever hears anything I say.  My daughter asks herself the same question.  She is often in another room and speaking to me about something that is important to her.  I am completely engaged in something else.  Then I hear,  “Dad.  Dad.”  “Yes, what is it?”  “What do you think about that?”  “What do I think about what?”  Getting people to listen is no easy task these days.  I’m not sure listening was ever easy or well done.

The story is told about Franklin Delano Roosevelt who often endured long receiving lines at the White House.    He frequently complained that he felt that no one really listened to what he said in these exchanges.  So he thought he would experiment.  One day, during a reception as a long line of people got to greet him and shake his hand he would say,  “I ,murdered my grandmother this morning.”  The guests he greeted responded to his words with,  “So nice to meet you sir”, “So nice to be here sir”,  “Keep up the good work sir”,  “We are so glad to be here with you sir”, “God bless you sir”.

It was not until the end of the line while greeting the ambassador from Bolivia, that his words were actually heard.  The ambassador leaned in to the President  and whispered his response to the President’s words,  “I’m sure she had it coming sir.”

Listening is such an integral part of the communication process.  You would think we would do a better job at it.

Experts in the area of listening, say that good listeners respect others and value their opinions.  Good listeners stay inquisitive about each other.  Good listeners take it slow and easy.  They don’t jump to conclusions.  They get all of the information.  They stay in the moment and when they have processed it, then they thoughtfully respond. 

The importance of listening cannot be overstressed.

Today in our Annual Meeting, we will have opportunity to listen…to really listen. Listen to the words written in reports, to those who stand to speak, to those who stand to respond, to the wording of the motions and the implications therein.  Listening to the whisper of the Spirit.  Listening well, to the lines and “between the lines”, is so so important.  

We read this very same Scripture a couple of weeks ago but it is important to hear again today.  On the Mt. of Transfiguration, the voice from a cloud, the voice which we ascribe to God says to Peter, James and John,  “This is  my son, the Chosen.  Listen to Him!”  Listen to Him.

How might we do that?  How do you try to Listen to Him?  In prayer?  In being quiet and still?  In slowing down?  In wondering what  Jesus would do in any given circumstance?  In examining the morality and the justice and the grace within the decision?  How do you try to listen to Jesus?  The importance of listening!

Let me say a few words about noise….a very related topic.

Some years ago, the city put a thicker, taller fence up along the back yards of the people on our street backing onto March Road.  Prior to that, Heather and I always felt that when we went in to check on the kids at night we had to dodge traffic.  The noise that came up from the street behind was incredible.  It is much better now.  But there is noise going on in all of our lives, all hours of the day and the night. 

We often have the television or the radio on in our home.  But when we don’t, the difference is incredible.  Quiet and silence is such a commodity these days.   I know that too much quiet is not healthy and those who live alone often wish that there was more commotion in their home -  more laughter, more conversation, more activity.

Did you know  that TV commercials are decibels louder than the programs they sponsor?  I am always amazed at the boaters on our lake who insist on playing their stereos while out enjoying nature.  The need for noise!  

A friend of this congregation suffered a concussion and had a horrific time trying to recover.  His home in Barhaven is located under a flight path for the Ottawa airport.  This young man had to wear headphones to block the sound all day and night for 3 years.

But not all noise is bad.  Fire alarms, alarm clocks, car horns, smoke alarms…lots of noise is important.  We love to hear great singing, and playing, the sound of children laughing….lots of noise is welcome  and life-giving. We need to hear and to respond.  

The prophet Joel says,  “Blow the trumpet in Zion.  Sound the alarm on my holy mountain!”   God calls us.  We need to wake up and hear His call – God’s call to repentance, His call to renewal, His call to service, His call to celebrate!  Again, today as we make decisions at our Annual Meeting, we need to constantly remember, we are God’s people.  We are here to know and enjoy and serve God.  His will be done.  What is God calling us to?  How can we be His faithful followers? How can we make good decisions?

Listening in the quiet and listening in the noise.  Listening in the midst of opinions that may differ.  Listening for God.  It is our calling!

Amen
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