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Look  at this word  ……..how do you pronounce it? (colonel,  island,  pneumonia)   It makes absolutely no sense!  (continue on with the other 2 words)  It makes no sense.

Do you know what else makes no sense?  Love!  It makes no sense.

The Bible  says things like – love your enemies, love those who persecute you,  love those who annoy you, who gossip about you, who do not love you, who are not nice to you, who  treat you unkindly - Love them!  It makes no sense! 

 Love was born in a manger, into a hostile environment…That  makes no sense!

Jesus lived  love into the most  unlovable in the most unlovable of circumstances.  No wonder the good people of the day, the religious people, the scribes and priests who ran the synagogues, no wonder they rose up against Him.  Bringing this kind of love into the world offended and  confused them.  This kind of love had no boundaries, no prejudices, no limits!  Unacceptable!! By living this kind of mad love,  Jesus  was turning order into chaos.  His ways  turned the world upside down!  It made no sense!


Before we get to chapter 13  of 1 Corinthians, it is significant to note that Paul has just finished preaching about Spiritual gifts…the varieties of gifts that people have that combine to comprise the Body of Christ.  …some have the gift of service, others teaching, some healing, some wisdom…..and like the eye and the ear and the nose….each a significant part of the body, each with a different purpose and function.  Each one essential to the whole.

And then he moves to this crazy little thing called love.

Paul opens Chapter 13, love is the greatest gift of all.  He already knows and declares that we are all different, unique individuals with varying gifts and strengths and abilities.  We are all the children of God and we are all members of the same Body….the Body of Christ.  However, regardless of the gifts with which God has equipped us, if the foundation of our lives and the foundation of that giftedness is not love, our words and actions are in vain.  If we are not grounded in love, if our actions are not motivated by and tied to  love,  we can easily become  arrogant, and judgmental.  Our understanding and efforts to show compassion can be cold intellectualism, rather than genuine empathy.  Generosity  can become patronizing.  Self -sacrifice and unselfishness can be yet another neurotic attempt to pat ourselves on the back.  If not grounded and motivated by love, our giftedness sours.  Love must be the foundation and the motivator and the energy that drives us.  Our purpose must be clear and true and sincere.  Regular and frequent self examination and reflection on our own motivation is essential.  All of the gifts that God has given us - patience, kindness, generosity, humility, unselfishness must be grounded in love, lest we become arrogant and proud, despicable, self -promoting.


Mostly I think we would all say it is easy to love.  And when we hear these words read at a wedding it feels like a warm, gentle breeze.  Two people standing at the front, so much in love on this incredible day in their lives.  We hear Paul’s fine words of what love is and we nod and smile.  But those of us sitting in the congregation, perhaps married, perhaps married and divorced, perhaps never married, but older and with more life experience than the bride and the groom, we know how demanding this passage is.  We know just how difficult it can be to be warm and kind and patient and unselfish and humble and forgiving.  Not today, today we are at this beautiful wedding, with family and friends, everyone turned out in their finest, good food and drink and laughter and fun to follow.  Paul is right.  All of this is love and it is wonderful and fun and easy!    

But eventually the wedding day comes to a close and we return to our routine, our jobs, our retirement, our neighbourhood, our families, our bills, our responsibilities…….and none of it is so easy anymore.    Other living human beings enter into our Love bubble, and they say a certain something, or they look a certain way, or they want a certain thing, they have expectations of us and we of them….. and this love thing  all goes flying out the window.

Love is not an easy thing to live day to day.  If it was easy to be generous and kind,  to lepers, or the homeless, or people from other races and social classes, if everyone agreed that welcoming refugees, and people of different sexual orientation,  and ministering to  robbers and thieves, the have nots of this world, then likely Jesus would have lived to a ripe old age.  But especially to those with power, this Love thing made no sense!  Living Love fully and authentically breads.  Jesus was a  rules breaker and He paid the price for it.  Rules are essential….to keeping good order, to keep us safe, to avoiding chaos,  to maintaining the power in the right hands.  It is against the rules to drive on the right side of the road in this country.  As long as we all obey this rule, it keeps us safe.  It is against the rules to steal.  It protects us.  There are lots of rules that are very, very important for our individual and our corporate good.    Jesus was not against rules per se, but against rules and traditions that were not founded on principles that were in everyone’s best interests, rules that were not grounded in love.  But Love is difficult.  It is wonderful  to stand there with this person who is going to be your life partner and hear those things about love, but it is so so difficult to live love into the lives of the world, day in, day out.

I want you to take a moment right now and think of an example in your own life, where it is easy to love, easy to be patient and kind and generous, unselfish and helpful.  Think of a specific person, and a specific circumstance.  

Now I want you to think of a loving thing to do, that would be a new activity for you and a surprise to those who know you best…..would it be to volunteer at a homeless ministry, or a soup kitchen? Would it be to do some visits to a nursing home where you don`t know a single soul, but where you know there would be lots of people craving a visit?  Would it be shoveling a neighbour’s drive way without letting them know it was you?  Think of some loving thing that you might do, that would surprise those who know you best.  

Now I want you to take a moment and think of someone  in your own life, where it is not easy to love, or to be patient, kind, generous, helpful.

Being grounded  and motivated by love does not mean that you will love everyone.  You won’t.  And neither  Paul nor God are asking us to do that, at least not in the way we often think of it.  There are people that we know, that for a whole bunch of reasons, we just do not care to spend time with.  We are not compatible.  But that does not mean we cannot act out of love toward them.  It may take a bit of work,  but we can be kind and patient and forgiving with them.  When love is our foundation, it is not bound by condition……if they change, I will love them……if they meet my expectations of how to live in this  world, then I will love them.  That is not Love.  That is blackmail.  Love knows no bounds and is without condition.  If we are grounded in love, God enables us to do and say and be, that which we could not on our own.

Did you ever hear Jesus say, if she was not a prostitute I would love her.  If he was not a bank robber I would love him.  If he was smarter, if she was not so weak, if they were not so loud, if they did not have leprosy, if they were not so poor, if they did not keep their house and yard so messy, then I might love them.  Love has no ifs, ands, or buts about it.  

Jesus swam upstream, against the flow.  He turned the world upside down.  As His disciples, we are called to follow him, to follow his example.  It is not an easy path, but it is the one of greatest value.

Love rules the day.  Love is power.  Love is the power of God, resting and residing in us.  Waiting to be called upon.    Love makes no sense lots of times, but as children of God, it is what we are called to live.  It is the place which we are called to live out of.            

This week I want you to take some time to reflect upon your own life and the people and the circumstances in it.  Where does love need to grow?  In your home?  In your place of work?  In your neighbourhood?  In your church?  In your family?  Lots of times Love just does not make sense.  But it was Jesus’ way.  And it must be our way!  Not us, but God in us!

I want to close today by sharing with you these wonderful words of Robert Frost. 

Amen
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