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Have you ever been part of a huge a crowded mob?  You can feel as if you are being pushed along by the crowd at their will, moved along by all of that momentum.  In this case, a huge crowd had gathered around Jesus to hear him teach and preach.  He had just returned from a retreat to the other side of the lake. 

 A man named Jairus, one of the leaders of the synagogue, came to Jesus, threw himself at Jesus’ feet and pleaded with Jesus to come with him at once to his home.  His little daughter was at death’s door.  Jairus, an educated, devout Jew, was even willing to engage Jesus in the hopes that as a last ditch effort, His power might save her.  Jesus did not speak.  He did not challenge Jairus with regard to the opposition he had already experienced from the Jews.  He simply responded in love and  went with Jarius.   The crowd went with him and grew along the way, crushing in on him.

And in the midst of all of this, somehow a woman who had suffered with a chronic illness for years got close enough to get her hand on a portion of His cloak.  This woman had seen physician after physician looking for some relief for her ailment.   She had tried all sorts of  remedies.  She even carried the ashes of an ostrich egg on linen having been told that this would alleviate the symptoms.  You know that if you have been unwell long enough, you will try anything to get well.  She had heard about this man Jesus and the miracles he had performed.  She believed that if she could even just touch his garment, she would be healed.  Jostled about by the crowd, eventually she forced her way close enough to touch the bottom of his garment.   At the moment of her touch, she knew that she had been healed.  At that same moment, Jesus was aware that the power had gone out of him.  Jesus stopped and asked the disciples who it was that had touched him.  In the midst of this crowd, they thought He must be kidding.  Many were touching Him….they could not help but.  But the woman came forward and fell at His feet and told him her story.  Jesus blessed her -  “Daughter go in peace.  Your faith has made you well.  Be healed”.   


The woman approached Jesus with hope and trust and faith and positivity. Those elements are important.   But healing is mysterious.  We need great sensitivity here.  

I have heard some say that if a person had more faith they would be healed.  Jesus did say her faith had made her well.  I have heard others say that if they prayed a certain way, they would be healed.  I have heard a person say that if a certain person dealt with the unconfessed sin in their life, they would be healed.   Not unlike the ostrich ashes on linen, I have seen all sorts of people do all sorts of things, hoping to bring about healing.  There are all sorts of things we can say and do that are not helpful and only serve  to impose guilt or shame on someone longing to be healed.

  
It is impossible to deny that faith is an immensely significant factor in human life.  But healing remains a mystery.  Why do some people get injured or stricken with a serious ailment, and others do not? Why do some people experience healing and others do not?   


We never hear of this woman again.  But remember that Jesus encountered her while he was en route to the home of Jairus to attend to his daughter.   Jesus is about to carry on from his interaction with this woman when people from Jairus’ home arrive and suggest that Jairus not trouble the teacher.  Unfortunately, his daughter had passed away. Jesus overheard this encounter and interrupted.  “Do not fear, only believe”.   Jesus and a few of his disciples proceeded to head to the house with Jairus, allowing no one to follow.  When they arrived at the home, before even seeing the child, Jesus said to the mourners,  “Why are you weeping.  She is only sleeping.” They laughed at him in that condescending way.  They knew she had passed.  Then Jesus took the girl’s parents and the disciples who were with him into the room where the girl was lying.  He took the little girl who was about 12 years old by the hand and said to her, “Little girl, get up!”   She got up and began to walk about.   Those gathered  were overcome with amazement.  Jesus told them to tell no one about this and then asked the parents to give the girl something to eat.


The mystery of healing.   The Bible encourages us to ‘ Ask and the door shall be opened unto you’.   We have heard wonderful and miraculous stories about the power of prayer.  We are taught from Sunday School that God hears and answers our prayers.  A great deal to think about here.


Do you know of some wonderful examples of answer to prayer?  Can you think of times when it seems like God has not answered your prayer?  It is a mystery.  It is not a straight forward formula.  It involves the Holy Spirit that blows where it will.  Is faith an essential requirement in order for our prayer to be answered or can  a non believer ever pray with any hope of that prayer being answered?


Consider the life of John the Baptist….his head presented to Herod on a plate.  What about Job? What about Jesus?  It is a mystery.


The Bible invites us to pray without ceasing…to make our lives a prayer.  Hearing your name lifted up in prayer can be a powerful thing.  Praying out loud with others for the first time can be a daunting but powerful experience.  Anne Lamott reminds us that prayer can be Thank you.  Or Help. Or Wow!

Prayer can be,  “Thy will be done Lord”.  Or  “Please Lord”.   In one way or another, miracles are happening all around us every day of our lives.


This woman had tried everything.  In some ways Jesus was her last hope.  What she brought to the experience we can only surmise….hope, faith, desperation????

The little girl, the daughter of Jairus….was she asleep, or in a coma, or actually dead?  Was the faith of Jairus and the grieving community around this family significant to the outcome?  Healing is a mystery.  Can we be ok with that?  We are generally speaking more of a  ‘cause and affect’  people. A + B =C.   Mystery is the antithesis of logic and reason and proof.


There is so much in Scripture that can cause us to shake our heads in wonder and amazement and disbelief -  How God created this amazing world – how Noah and the gang survived the flood – how Jesus survived the temptation in the wilderness – the way one man change the world so profoundly in 3 years – that Jesus  had to die – that he rose from the dead…..Mystery.


May God bless you on your journey and the mystery of that path.

Amen   
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