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Do you know about the Stella Awards?  Stella Liebeck was the 81 year old lady who purchased a hot coffee from McDonalds and drove off with the coffee between her knees. Of course, she spilled the hot coffee on herself and successfully sued McDonald's.  The Stella awards are for the most outlandish lawsuits and verdicts in the US. Real head scratchers for sure!

-a 19 year old young man won a $74,000.00 lawsuit when his neighbour ran over his hand with a Honda Accord.  He was stealing his neighbour's hubcaps and did not notice his neighbour was at the wheel. 

-  Amber Carson of Pennsylvania slipped on a spilled soft drink and broke her tailbone.  She sued the restaurant won $113,500. It was Ms. Carson who had thrown the soft drink at her boyfriend 30 seconds earlier during an argument.

-Top Stella Award for 2013 -
Mrs. Merv Grazinski of Oklahoma City who purchased a new 32 foot Winnebago motor home.  On her first trip home from an Oklahoma football game, she drove onto the freeway, set the cruise control at 70 mph,  and left the driver's seat to go to the back of the Winnebago to make herself a sandwich.  Not surprisingly, the motor home left the freeway, crashed and overturned.  Mrs. Grazinski sued Winnebago for not putting in the owner's manual that cruise control did not mean she could not actually leave the driver's seat.  She was awarded $1,750,000 plus a new Winnebago!!   


Sometimes, for whatever reason, you just cannot believe what you hear or see!  Such was the case in today's passage.  In fact, such was the case in much of Jesus' ministry.   People not believing what they saw or heard. Could this really happen?  This was too impossible to believe!  It was a never ending issue for Jesus.


Again, like so many passages in Scripture there is so much to talk about here.  There are so many different theological speaking points.


The disciples see this blind man and the first thing they ask Jesus is,   "Who sinned - this man or his parents?"  Something bad had happened.  Therefore someone must have sinned.  Cause and effect.


Do you believe that?  You get a flat tire - it was because you sinned.  Your slip and fall and hurt yourself - you must have sinned.  Your child gets ill - someone in your family must have sinned.  We could spend a lot of time talking about this.


But immediately, a second theological point is raised.  Jesus says in response to the 'who sinned' question, 'neither this man nor his parents sinned.  In fact, he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him'.  So, God caused this man to be born blind, so that God might demonstrate His power to the world. This would get peoples' attention!  Is that how God works?  The source of pain and hardship so that he can zoom in, and be the hero of the day?


If I wanted to spend much time on this verse of the passage, the first thing I would do is look at various translations of  it - find out the numerous definitions of  the original words - listen to what Biblical scholars say by way of interpreting this verse.  "This man was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him."  I will not believe that God causes Bad Things to Happen to Good People so that he might have yet another purpose to work a miracle and thereby turn the spot light on his own wonderful deeds. God is neither the cause nor instigator of human suffering.  This passage certainly raises that debate, but we will leave that also, for another day.


Jesus declares that he is 'the light of the world', and as long as he is in the world, he will reflect that light into the lives of all God's people. He gives the blind man specific instruction.   Jesus spits on the ground and makes a bit of mud from the dirt.  He spreads it on the man's eyes and says, "Go and wash in the pool of Siloam".  The man obeys, and comes back able to see!


Naturally this man and all those who knew him as just a blind beggar were astonished.  They could not believe what they had seen.  So they take him to the Pharisees.  Certainly the wise religious leaders could get to the bottom of this mystery.  


And can you guess what their reaction was?  They were sure that the man who healed this beggar was not from God.....and do you know why?  Because this miracle occurred on the Sabbath!  Healing a blind man was a wonderful thing for sure.  But to make this happen on the Sabbath!!!  Sinful.  God would have nothing to do with that sort of thing.


Then the Pharisees took a different angle.  Perhaps this man was not really blind after all.  Perhaps he was faking it.  Go get his parents.  We will get to the truth!


"Yes this is our son.  And yes he was blind.  Now he can see, but we have no idea how this happened or by whom." 


His parents were afraid of the Jews because they knew that anyone who confessed this man Jesus to be the Son of God would be kicked out of the synagogue.  So rather than risk their place in the synagogue, they abandoned their son by saying to the Pharisees, "Ask our son.  He is of age.  See what he says."  Their son could suffer the consequences of his own faith.


The Pharisees said to him, "Why don't you just simply give glory to God and admit that the man who did this to you, this imposture who healed you on the Sabbath, is a sinner."


The now sighted man responds, "I do not know that he is a sinner.  But this I do know.  I was blind, and now I see."


The Pharisees refused to believe.  There must be some trick.  And they asked the man to tell them even once again, how this happened.  He had told them twice already.  They could not believe their own ears.  So the former blind man says to them, "You want to hear the story again?  Do you want to become one of his disciples?"  They were furious with this insult.  "You may be one of his disciples, but we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we have no idea who he is or where he comes from.  But what you are saying is too bizarre to be true!


The man once blind speaks again, "We know that God listens to those who worship him and obey his will.  If this man, who gave me sight, is not from God, he would not have been able to do this."


With that the Pharisees had had enough.  "You were born entirely in sin (obviously....that is why he was blind according to them), and you are trying to teach us?"  The audacity!  Be gone!


Lots we could talk about in this passage.  I want to share, just for a couple of minutes about this notion of blindness.  There is no reason to read this as a parable, like the parable of the Good Samaritan.....a scenario that Jesus said, was a story.  It never really happened, but it reveals a great truth about God.  But if we limit this passage to an historical fact or event, then I think it is somewhat limited. What if we consider blindness as spiritual blindness.  Blind to the desires of God for our lives.  Blind to the occasions that come along when we have a chance to reflect the light of God's love into the lives of others, and we miss it.  Blind to the  opportunities we have to grow in our relationship with the one whose name is Love, and we do not see it.  Blind to the opportunity to be changed, to be transformed, to see in a way we have never seen before, and our eyes and ears and hearts and minds are closed to it.


The transformation from blind to sighted did not cost the blind man anything.  No fee had to be paid.  No special words had to be said. No good works had to be performed.  The blind man just had to hear and obey.  Jesus took the initiative.  Jesus saw and approached him.  Jesus made the mud. Jesus directed him to go to the pool and wash the dirt off  his eyes.  The man obeyed and received.  It was a miracle.  Neither he, nor his parents, nor his neighbours, nor the religious authorities ever thought any of this possible.  But his life  was forever changed.


What has any of this got to do with you?  If you were to hear God speaking to you, might your life be different?  Might you be able to hear the voices in your life differently?  If you were to pull back, and get a different perspective on your life,  might you be able to see things you cannot currently see?  Might you be able to see things in a completely different light?  Your parents....your partner...your children...your colleagues....your relationship with God.....your hopes and dreams.....your accomplishments and your successes......your failures and your struggles.....I wonder if God might be able to help you and I see all of these things, differently than we are presently able to.  Lord I believe.  Help my unbelief.  I was blind, but now I see.     Amen  
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