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I am not sure about you, but when I read this passage, I wanted to find something else to preach on.  I thought there must be a typo, or I was misinterpreting it, or just missing the point all together.


The manager was dishonest.  He took action that would result in his boss receiving less from his debtors than he was owed.  He was taking action that would cheat his boss out of what was rightfully his.  The manager knew that his boss had many who were indebted to him.  Some owed him olive oil, some wheat.  The manager asked them each how much they owed his boss.  They told him.  He advised them to change the paper work and make it look like they each owed his boss less than they truthfully did.  The debtors complied!  Eventually his boss gets wind of this, how does he respond?  He commends this dishonest manager!

Strange!


Remember that a parable is a made up story.  It did not really happen but was one of Jesus’ favourite ways to help his listeners understand more about the nature of God.


The owner and the manager were in a particular relationship.  The manager was responsible to the owner.  You and I are in a particular relationship with God and in many ways we are responsible to God for the way in which we live our lives and take care of all that he has given us authority over.  It all belongs to God just as it all belonged to the owner.  It is our job, as it was the manager’s job, to take good care of it and do the best we possibly can with it for the one who’s it is.


So the manager has been given authority to manage the property of the owner.  But the owner catches wind of something that concerns him, and he calls his manager to meet with him.  “What is this that I hear about you?  Give me an accounting of how you are doing what I have asked of you.”  The owner was calling this manager in to question his actions, his values, his lifestyle, his goals.


 How does God call you to evaluate or question  your values, your actions, your lifestyle, your goals?  What triggers these thoughts?  For some it is when we see or hear about in someone else’s life.  What are people doing that impacts the environment, their neighbour, the homeless?  How are we doing in these categories?  What action are some taking to defend the rights of the marginalized, the ostracized, the downtrodden?  What are we doing?  The manager’s bad behaviour was evident.  He got caught.  Not everyone does.  Is there anything going on for which you hope you don’t get caught?


And so it comes as a great shock to me that once the owner found out how his manager was cheating him, he called the manager to meet with him, and guess what, he commended him!  That is what I had to read it a couple of times.  It can’t be!  The owner commends not condemns the manager for doing something obviously dishonest.  What is Jesus trying to teach us?


The message that Jesus is trying to teach his listeners, and now you and me it this -   “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful in much.”  The owner is commending the manager for doing something, anything, even something dishonest!  Through kind of a strange story Jesus is saying that this is the attitude we should have when it comes to our spiritual life…..don’t just stand there….do SOMETHING!!

I want you to think of any aspect of your life…..your time and energy spent on home improvement, recreation, TV, arts or crafts in which you are involved, visiting with friends, vacationing, sports.  If you were to add up the time and or money invested in any of these, you might be surprised.  If you were to  compare that to the time and money invested in your spiritual life, how would that compare?  Thought, effort, money, initiative…invested in that which matters most…our relationship with God…how would we fare.  Jesus says for God’s sake do something!  Spend time with the Lenten resource.  Read through the book of Luke.  Go on the internet and see what you can learn about Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday.  Listen to Christian Music.  Do a good deed for someone in need.   Talk with someone about your relationship with God….the joys and the struggles.  Do something!  Take action!


Jesus says, “If you have not been faithful with dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  If you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give to you what is your own?  No slave can serve two masters for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth. “

I want to encourage you strongly, this week……consider your spiritual life.  Consider the things of God.  Think about God’s call upon your life….and how God invites you to invest in  Him.  Think about your relationship with God.  How often do the two of you communicate with  each other?  What portion of that time are you speaking and what portion listening? 

Too often we create or imagine this huge separation between what is worldly and what is spiritual.  We can make the mistake that mundane tasks are worldly and only lofty  things are spiritual.  Is helping a neighbour carry in their groceries worldly or spiritual?  Is driving someone to an appointment worldly or spiritual?  Is sweeping the floor and doing the dishes worldly or spiritual?

It impoverishes our lives when we make that chasm too big and when we assign so much of our daily living to the worldly department.  Our perspective becomes so narrow and our God so small.

I want you to do this this week.

Set your mind on God this week, and do something!

God bless you    
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