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Travelling from Jerusalem in the south to Galilee in the north, Jesus and his disciples took the quickest route, through Samaria.  He was tired and thirsty so Jesus sat by a well, Jacob's well to be precise. His disciples went to the nearby village to buy some food.  It was about noon, the hottest part of the day when a Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water.  


You must get tired of me saying that Jesus was all about the Spirit of the law, not the letter.  He came not to abolish the law but to fulfil it - with the power of the spirit.  In this passage Jesus breaks the law 3 times.  Listen to this and see how you feel about it - this act of rebellion against the established order, the customs of the day.


The first example of breaking the law:  he spoke to a woman.  Should we chastise or commend him for this? Next, she was a Samaritan woman, a group that the Jews traditionally despised.  Does this make what he did worse? ; And third, he asked her to get him a drink.  This would have made him ceremonially unclean from using her cup.  3 times he broke the law, the rules, the morays of the society.


The Samaritan woman herself was shocked by his behaviour.  She too knew what the laws and the customs of the day were.  And here was this man treating her, a sinful woman, a Samaritan with respect and dignity and humanity.


Next we hear, perhaps for the first time, the term 'living water'.  Jesus told the woman that he could give her living water that would satisfy her soul's desire.  At first the woman did not understand.  The conversation between the two continued and much to her horror, he revealed that he knew she had had 5 husbands and that she was now living with a man who was not her husband.  
Do you think he might have gotten her attention with that?


The conversation continued.  She told Jesus that she knew the Messiah was coming.  Jesus told her that He was the Messiah. 


The woman puts this together with what he had been telling her about living water and that somehow he knew all of this personal information about her.  Things were starting to sink in.  She was starting to believe that he really was the one.


The disciples return.  They were equally shocked to see him speaking with a woman.


The woman leaves the well to return to town to invite the people to come and see this strange and wonderful man.  It was not long before   many Samaritans came and begged Jesus to stay with them. Jesus stayed with them for 2 days and taught them about the kingdom of God.


The Samaritans were a mixed race, who had intermarried centuries before.  Because of this cultural mixing, they were despised by the Jews.


The Samaritan woman came to draw water at the hottest part of the day, instead of the usual morning or evening times because she was shunned and rejected by the other women of the area for her sexual history.


By reaching out to the woman and the other Samaritans, Jesus showed that his mission was to the entire earth, not just the Jews.  After his ascension into heaven, his disciples carried on his work in Samaria and to the Gentile world....the world of the non Jews.  


Isn't it interesting that while the people of God, the religious people, the High Priest and the Sanhedrin, the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the people of the church, rejected Jesus as the Messiah, it was the outcast Samaritans who recognized him and accepted him for who he truly was: the Savior of the world. 


Jesus was willing to swim upstream, go against the grain, make decisions that went against the culture and even his own religion.  He believed that people deserved to be treated with love and respect and dignity.  All people!  Jesus was living what he believed.  He spoke to a woman.  He spoke to a Samaritan woman.  He drank from this woman's cup. 


It was not that long ago when Protestants in the town I grew up in would not mix with Roman Catholics.  The religious authorities and neither the upstanding Protestants nor the Roman Catholics would stand for it.


It was not that long ago, that women could not be ordained in main line churches.  It is still very common that women cannot take on a leadership role in many conservative and fundamental churches today.  Ladies do you not feel as worthy or capable in ministry roles as the men?  The role of gay people is still unclear in most churches.  


It is our tendency as it has been through the ages to judge others because of stereotypes, customs or prejudice. We have been historically, and I think a case could be made that we continue to be today, the Pharisees and Sadducees of the church....the rule making, rule enforcing religious leaders of the day.  


 If we seriously consider Jesus and the example he has provided, then what choice do we have but to include and accept ALL people with love and compassion?  Who are the Samaritans in our world today?  Who are the Samaritans in your life?  Who do you dismiss as lost causes?  Who for you is unacceptable?


I am not going to ask you to stand up, or even raise your hand.  But I am going to encourage you to take a moment and seriously consider this issue.  Who are the lepers in today's society?  Who are the unacceptable ones?  In your opinion, who needs to change if they are to have any hope of God loving them?


Living water.  Life giving water.  Is it meant for you?  For some?  For all?

Grace and peace to you

Amen
