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	Lost and Found   

A Sermon by

Shaun Seamen
Luke 15:1-10




The word lost can mean many different things.  It can be about trying to find a certain street, it can be about trying to find the remote control, it can imply that someone or something passed away,….we lost our mother to cancer…… it can imply that something has been destroyed….we lost the barn in a fire. It can also mean the absence of confidence and stability in our lives…..when my marriage fell apart I was lost.  

Sometimes getting lost is a good thing…it is what we want to do, so we can be alone, so no one can find us, so we can just have time  to ourselves…it can be on a drive out of town, or to a foreign country or in a good  book or in a hobby or a  sport or in a relationship.  Getting lost in something or someone can be so satisfying and liberating and life giving.


Today we are going to look at two parables of Jesus about being lost.  In one case a sheep, in another, a coin.  

Parables are word pictures that Jesus made up.  They did not actually happen but he told them to help his listeners learn not about rules and laws, but about qualities, attitudes, concepts and  characteristics.  Parables stand the test of time.  The parables Jesus taught do not change with culture, time, or technology.   His parables had an emotional impact on his listeners.  They got to their heart.  His challenge of course in these parables is that he was speaking to those with the hardest hearts – the Scribes and the Pharisees -those who lived by rules and regulations not by the heart - the religious authorities of the day.  They had often seen him with the lowest of low in their towns – sinners, tax collectors, women, the poor, the disabled, those with mental health issues, the  lepers ….anyone who would have been marginalized or ostracized by the educated, the wealthy, the powerful, the holy.  These people were not happy about Jesus’ choice of friends and they told him as much.   They believed that His time spent with sinners was inconsistent  with the dignity of someone so knowledgeable in the Scriptures.  They grumbled and complained about him and they certainly did not trust him.

Jesus lived in a shame/honour driven society.  Everything that is done in Jewish culture brings either shame or honor to the person, and their family. Motivation for how and what was done or not done was either seeking honor or avoiding shame.


Into this culture comes the parable of the lost sheep.    (SLIDE # 1)  To be a shepherd in Judea was a hard and dangerous task.  The topography was unforgiving.  Pasture was scarce.  George Adam Smith wrote, “On some high moor across which at night the hyenas howl, when you meet him, sleepless, far-sighted, weather-beaten, armed, leaning on his staff and looking out over his scattered sheep, every one of them on his heart, you understand why the shepherd of Judaea sprang to the front in his people’s history and why Christ referred to himself as a shepherd.”    (SLIDE #2)


So Jesus tells the Scribes and Pharisees this parable of the Lost sheep.  The lost sheep symbolizes the sinner.  The one who lost their way.  The religious leaders in the synagogue thought of themselves as beloved by God.   They considered sinners to be garbage, worthless.  They were certainly not the sheep that was lost!  And then Jesus throws them one they did not see coming.  “Rejoice with me for I have found my sheep that was lost….and there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous people who had no need of repentance !”  God has a tender, personal concern for the lost….lost in life, lost in sin, lost in poverty, lost in health.  He puts them on his shoulders and He brings them home .  The Pharisees are horrified when they hear him say this.  They presumed they were so holy, and  righteous are now hearing that they were actually distant.  How could this be, that God was seeking those sinners and tax collectors more than them? It was shocking and offensive to think that God would rejoice more for these despicable sinners than for them!    Are these people really cause for celebration?


Who are you in this parable?  The Pharisee or the lost sheep?
Let’s leave this for a moment and consider the Lost Coin.

(SLIDE # 3)


A woman with 10 silver coins loses one.  She lights the lamp with no worry about the cost of the oil.  She sweeps the dirt or stone floors of the house thoroughly, reaching into places that would otherwise be inaccessible.  It would be difficult to find, but she is determined.  When eventually she finds it, she calls her friends together and they rejoice.    Was she poor and this coin was the difference between eating and not eating?  Was she wealthy and this particular coin had great sentimental value?  We don’t know and it really does not matter.  What matters is that it was very important to her.   Important enough to light the lamp.  Important enough to sweep the whole house.  Important enough to call her friends together to celebrate!

(SLIDE # 4)  To all of this Jesus says, “There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  When this woman holds this silver coin in her hand it is like  God holding one precious child who was lost, and now is found.


We think of Jesus as, among other things, the Light of the World as John 1:9 says, ‘The true light that gives light to everyone’.  Jesus provides the light for sinners to be found by God, just as the woman needed light to search carefully for her lost coin.  Each person is important to God…thus cause for great rejoicing.  This woman would not rest until that lost coin was found.

The lost sheep could represent any child of God who has wondered off and gotten lost in the wilderness of the world.  Lost in so many places of waste, temptation, wrongdoing, wrong living.   We need to go and find them, seek them out, bring them home.

The lost coin might be a person within any of our families who is lost.  It could be someone in our church, bravely putting on a good face.  We have become very good at hiding our pain and our struggles and our brokenness.  We are good masks wearers. We need to shine light.  We need to listen and search and help in the process of restoration.

Lost and found.  I hope what I have had to say today has been helpful, at least in causing you to reflect and consider.  I want to leave you with this thought.  
In these parables, as in life, there is always a way back, a way home.  The way back across the gulf, across the chasm is made possible by the relentless love of the One who searches, and persists and reaches out for that thing or that person which is lost.    All of this, in one way or another, gets acted out in each of our lives.  In every one of us, there is something for which we are searching.  It could be the love of a parent we never experienced.  It could be the success we sought but never found.  It could be emotions we felt but never expressed.  It could be decisions made with regret or the regret of never making the decision.   The  great added truth of the Christian Good News is that we are not the only ones searching for that lost part of us. Love never gives up on us.  And Love never ends.  


  And the angels of God rejoice!

Amen
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