	[image: image2.jpg]





	
	The Call    A Sermon by

Rev. Shaun Seaman

Date:  May 10, 2015

Matthew 4:18-22   




                        It was early in his ministry.  He had just been baptized by John.  After that, the Bible tells us that he was led by the Spirit into the wilderness where he was tempted by the devil.  After 40 days, Jesus withdrew to Galilee having heard that John had been arrested.  He made his home by the sea in a place called Capernaum.  It was not long before word of his presence became known and crowds soon gathered.


Walking by the Sea of Galillee  one day Jesus saw two brothers named  Simon and Andrew.  They  were fishermen.  He called to them,  “Come with me.  I will make a new kind of fisherman  out of you.  I will show you how to catch men and women instead of perch and bass.”  Simon, who we know as Peter and Andrew asked no questions.  They simply dropped their nets and went with him.  Soon he saw James and John in a boat with their father Zebedee.  They were mending their nets.  Jesus made the same offer to James and John.  He called to them,  and likewise, they were quick to drop their nets and follow him. 


This notion of call -   We are called children of God. Here is a Yes or No question - Would you say that Jesus has called you to follow Him?    If you answered in the affirmative, how would you describe that call?  How have you heard it?  How have you responded?


Called to be a child of God-   Called to be a disciple of God…  Or is that language too strong, too daunting, too righteous for the likes of you?  Do you think that Peter or Andrew, James or John were any holier than you?

I understand.  We often just look around a room and imagine that everyone else is more than us-

More loveable, more talented, more capable, smarter, richer, happier,……but we know that mostly that is not true.  Appearances are  deceiving.  I have no reason whatsoever to think that these brothers were any better than any of us in any way, shape, or form. Better at  fishing, but nothing more beyond that. And Jesus called them!

Today we welcomed 5 people  into membership in this congregation and into the PCC.  Some of you are already what we call communicant members.  Some of you are what we call adherents.  Are the people who joined the church more righteous than you?  Holier than you?  Closer to God than you?  Not at all.  

 We also ordained 5 new elders today.  Now that is different isn’t it!  These people have been identified by you for having gifts of leadership, gifts of faith, gifts of service.  We believe eldership in the church to be a call from God.  So perhaps what we said about the fishermen does not apply here.  Perhaps these people who have become elders today are holier than you, more righteous than you, better living than you, more loved by God than you!

We love to attach a pecking order to everything in life….to compare, to rank.  We all fall short of the glory of God. None of us are without sin.  And we are all loved by God beyond all limits – to infinity and beyond - no strings attached.  We are loved by God, not because of what or who we know or what we have or do not have, or what we have done or not done.  We are loved because that is simply what God chooses to do.  It is called Grace.  So forget the idea of brownie points. God loves us all the same, you, me, the Pope, the criminal, the newborn baby, the Olympic athlete, the old man in hospice.  God’s love for all humankind is without limits!   

God loves us not because of what we have done or said.  God loves us because He calls us His own.  His children.  His creation.

So whenever we act out of love and concern for others, whenever we are honest and unselfish, whenever we try to make an impact in this world for good, we answer His call.  In times like that, you and I hear and answer His call.

Do you think it matters one little bit whether you are a fisherman, or a member or an elder or a minister or a plumber or a teacher or an office worker or a lawyer or a garbage man, or an engineer?  What matters, is that in the context of our daily lives, we hear and answer His call.  To somehow, reflect the light of His love into the lives of others.  To show mercy.  To fight for justice.   To walk humbly.  To strive to be something of the presence of Jesus Christ in the life of someone else.


Jesus called to the two sets of brothers.  He asked them to follow him.   Notice that in order to do that, they had to leave something…their nets.  They had to set them aside.  Put them away.


Jesus calls for you and for me to follow him.  If we want to say yes to that, there is likely something that we have to leave, set aside, put away.  It might be impatience, or arrogance.  It might be selfishness or anger.  It might be  inappropriate sexual activity, or gambling, or abuse of alcohol or another person.  Is there anything that is keeping you from living more fully as a child of God?  Is there something in your life that you need to set aside or leave in order to follow Him?

God’s grace and peace to you this day as you seek to hear and heed the call.    Amen
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