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Did you know that in the Bible there are 500 verses on the topic of prayer, 500 on faith, and 2,000  on money!  15% of everything Jesus taught was on money and possessions!  More than His teaching on heaven and hell combined.  Then tendency in the church is to do whatever we can to avoid talking about the “M” word.  Today we are going to take our lead from Jesus! 


Today we are going to look at 3 of those “M” word passages.

The passage from Acts 4 is about community.  It is about making sure that no one goes without.  Possessions were shared….food, shelter, even money, whatever was required.


I think that as a faith community we still try to do that in many ways.  We try to make sure that everyone in our faith community has what they need.  Food prepared and brought to us in times of need.  People who listen and empathize and pray with.  Transportation offered. Taking care of one another in so many ways as needs become known.


Then we draw that circle wider as we seek to respond to needs in our greater community.  The Food Bank, volunteering at the Resource Centre, sports organizations, the seniors center, neighbours we know who need some help.


And then we draw it even wider through mission support to places in need across the country and throughout the world.  We support Presbyterians Sharing, and Presbyterian World Service and Development…..trying to respond to needs beyond our own little circle.  Taking seriously our call to love one another…..all  one anothers, whoever and wherever they are – the Global community.


The second passage is the parable of the loaned money.  Those who have pleased the master were the ones who were good stewards of what the master had given them.  Two of the three put in charge of his money, used it well and doubled the value.  The third, buried it, kept it away from everyone and everything.  He squandered the opportunity to make the most of what he was given to take care of.  We are called to be good stewards of all that we have been given.  To use it well.


The third passage is one often quoted….the widow’s mite.  Those with abundant wealth,  gave generously from their treasure, without even noticing it gone.  The poor widow, gave a pittance.  She gave sacrificially.  She had so little to give, yet she gave such a large portion of it.  Blessed is she.


Today is an opportunity for us to talk about the “M” word and  consider our giving.  We often use the term, giving of our time, talent and treasure.  We often focus on the first two and certainly they are essential and always greatly appreciated. But today I want to focus on the third - treasure.


We give our treasure by supporting various events in the church - fund raisers of all sorts.  We give our treasure in our weekly offering in the context of worship.   We do that either by putting  money on the collection plate or by participating in our PAR  program….Pre-Authorized Remittance.   When we first decided to build a new church in 2003 we initiated the Living the Dream Campaign.   $308,00  was generously given when that campaign ended in 2006.  We are in the 3rd year of our Realizing the Dream which began at the end of 2013  and concludes at the end of 2016.  To date $168,000  has been given.  (hold up these cards)

  Trinity became a member of  Provisionaries, a program  of the PCC, as a congregation who wanted to make provisions for the church to live on and to do so with vision.  We established a Planned Giving Team and have learned about how to give through stocks and bonds, mutual funds,  life insurance, wills and bequests, in ways that contribute to the future of the church and also provide significant tax benefits to us personally.  Education and experience are essential on the road to being good stewards and generous givers.  


In my lifetime I have gone through quite a transformation in my appreciation for giving of my treasure.  In the early ‘60s, I was always given a dime and sometimes a quarter for my offering at Sunday School.    I remember  as a child, when we did not have Sunday School, sitting in church with my parents, I always wanted to place our envelope on the collection plate as it came by.  As I got a bit older I enjoyed reading the inside back cover of the Annual Report where it was reported how much each family had given to the church that year.


I remember being in my church home one weekend home from  University.  It was 1971.   I knew I had a $20  in one pocket and a $1 in the other.  I knew which one I would be putting on the plate when it came around.  The plate arrived, without looking, I dug in, pulled out the bill and placed it quickly on the plate.  As the plate moved away along the row, I noticed, to my horror, my $20 moving further and further away from me!! I was devastated.  Hoping against hope, I reached into my other pocket and pulled out my lowly $1.  Oh my.


Fast forward to  1983.  I was sitting with one of my buddies in worship at Knox  College for noon chapel service.  Again, the notorious plate came around.  I dug in and pulled out a $2.  It was 12 years later after all, so I doubled my giving!   But then I saw what my buddy put on -a $10!!!  Oh my gosh!    We were starving students!! Following worship I told him I noticed he had put a $10  on the plate and wondered how he could afford that.  He asked me if I had been to a movie or a pub or a restaurant that week.  I had.  He asked me how much I thought I had spent on those occasions and non-essentials that week.  I came up with a number.  And then he asked me how I would think that a $10 was shocking in light of the fact that I had spent so much more than that on beer and pizza and movie tickets.


What I had put on the plate, came out of a tradition and an uninformed economical standard that never advanced with education with the times.  My dime or quarter might have been alright as a Sunday School child in 1960.  My $1 as a university student in 1971  was not appropriate at all.  My $2 as a seminary student in 1983 was definitely not appropriate.  Like sex, speaking about money and how generous we should be when giving to the church was never discussed in our homw.

My faith was important to me.  So was the work of the church.  I needed a wake up call.  How much was I spending on so many other things in my life and how ungenerously I was giving to the church. Where your treasure is, there will be your heart. It stopped me dead in my tracks.


In an attempt to keeping abreast with the times, let’s have a quick look at this Weekly Percentage Giving Guide.

If your Annual Income is $12,000,  if you want to give 6% of your income to the church that represents $14.00 per week.  If you want to give 10%  , traditionally considered a tithe, that is $23.00 per week, and 15%  would be $35.00 per week.  If you earn $50,000 per year, 6% of that is $58 per week that you would put on the collection plate,  10% is $96 per week and 15%  is $144…and so on.


Have you had lunch in a restaurant lately?  Have you gone out to dinner or the movies?  Have you bought a pair of shoes or a shirt lately?  Have you paid a heating bill, or filled your car with gas lately?  My brave little dollar bill, now a loonie,  does not go very far these days, in or out of the church.


I was reading through an issue of Provisionaries magazine this week.  The writer indicated that those who want to give generously to the church are those who embrace the values of the church.  They are those who have experienced God’s love and grace in their lives.  They are those who want to be conduits for the love of God to touch people’s lives, in their homes, the community and their world.  They are people who believe that the church is a good and important institution in the world and they want it to continue.  Giving generously, in a manner that is in line with other costs in today’s society is important.


Beyond that, the notion of Planned Gifts through gifts of stocks and bonds, life insurance, wills, bequests, etc, is, as they say, “Planting seeds of hope.  For generations to come.”    


The 2006 issue of Provisionaries has an interesting photo in it.  Harm Rombeek, Bob Horsey, Doug and Robbie Powell, Andy Lee,  and a couple of people I cannot recognize are in it.  They are at the front of this property erecting a sign that says Future Home of Trinity Presbyterian Church!  The article tells us that this generous gift of land by Doug and Annette Powell would produce a new kind of crop – a harvest of new hope and new possibilities for God’s people.

How exciting to be part of a community where God’s generosity abounds through the members of this faith community!  How hopeful we must be because of the generous response of so many people to the life and witness of God’s will and God’s way.  To be a beacon in this community that exists to worship and give thanks to God, that exists to be an engine room for taking care of one another, for helping one another grow in their knowledge of God’s love for them, to help people become filled with a Spirit that guides and directs our path, that abides with us through all of the ups and downs of life.


Generous weekly giving and Planned Giving enable us to be God’s people with new visions and new possibilities for our lives, our community and our world.  Our Completing the Dream campaign continues to the end of 2016.  Members of our Planned Giving Team want to help you to understand how you can give a Planned gift and the financial benefits of that to you.  The investment of your time and your amazing talent is essential in order for the church to be the church.  But your treasure is also essential in having a wonderful home from which to do God’s work.  You are vital members of this community!  Together we journey together, striving to be God’s love in the world.  We have so much for which to give thanks!  


God bless you on your journey 


Amen
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