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	Anniversary Sunday
A Sermon by Shaun Seaman  

November 21, 2015



Last week, I asked a friend why he was smiling and so happy looking.  “I am just glad to be alive for another day!”, he said.  He is in great health.  He is in his early ‘50s.  It is not like he has a terminal illness, or about to do anything life threatening.  He just wanted to celebrate another day on this side of the turf!  What a wonderful, gratitude filled way to celebrate the day! People love to have a reason to celebrate.  I am inspired that my friend just wanted to celebrate being alive for another day!

We celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, weddings, milestones.  I was talking with a friend at the art show last weekend who was complaining that his in- laws did not pass up an opportunity to celebrate anything!  He was frustrated with it.  He thought it was too much.  “ I am so happy!  I found my way home today without getting lost.  Let’s celebrate!  I found a place that sells cheap gas today.  Let’s celebrate!  I got a free refill on my coffee today.  Let’s celebrate!”  I had not heard before, anyone who was anti-celebration.  My friend believes  that celebrations are for very special occassions, and that celebrating every little thing is silly! 

It is a curious thing how and what we celebrate. Imagine a church celebrating 100 years of ministry or 200 or 500  or 38!  It is not the same with birthdays I think.  1 is great, 16 is great, 21 is great…but then it starts to go downhill fast, until you get to 100.  Then it is truly a celebration again…but those parts in between…..not so much.

 I have a friend who determined to make this year, his year of Gratitude.  He takes time every day to give thanks, and to celebrate……his health, the people in his life, the opportunities his work affords him, the beauty of the woodlands and river, the birds of the air and the lilies of the field.  Every day he takes time  to reflect, and to give thanks, and to celebrate the gift of life and the world around him.

Philippians 4:4-9, that well worn passage and the songs we sing from it.  Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say Rejoice!  Be gentle.  Don’t worry about anything.  Pray.  Give thanks.  This will bring you the peace of God.  Listen to this passage translated by Eugene Peterson in The Message.

 -5 Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him! Make it as clear as you can to all you meet that you’re on their side, working with them and not against them. Help them see that the Master is about to arrive. He could show up any minute!
6-7 Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.
-8-9 Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, not things to curse. Put into practice what you learned from me, what you heard and saw and realized. Do that, and God, who makes everything work together, will work you into his most excellent harmonies.”
Celebrate God all day every day!  Rejoicing in the Lord, always.  Giving thanks.  Filling our minds with good things.  Gratitude.

Today we celebrate an Anniversary.  A milestone in the life of this church.  Oh it’s not a big number.  It's not a special number like 1 or 21, 50 or 100.  It’s 38.  Sounds pretty young to me!  But a lot can happen in 38 years.  A handful of people who love God can come together and  praise God, and learn more about  God, and celebrate God.  And they can invite others to become part of this loving, nurturing community.  That community can be open to young and old and in between.  Rich and poor and in between.  Educated, uneducated and in between.  That community can be all the colours of the rainbow, the beautiful diversity of God’s assembled children!

And if that community catches God’s vision, and if it is courageous enough, and determined enough, it can stop worshipping in peoples’ homes, or a school, and it can build a church on a hill where they can worship and pray and study and enjoy the fellowship with one another over a pot-luck dinner.  And in that community people can  come and go or stay forever, until it is time to build a bigger church in an apple orchard!

No community is ever without  some sorrow and some joy.  Some bumps and bruises along the way and some wonderful accomplishments. There are stresses.  There are demands on peoples’ finances.  There are disagreements.  There are wonderful surprises.  There are blessings.  There is worry that the goal is unreachable. Some believe it is not a good decision to move forward.  The task can at times feel  overwhelming.  The demands on time, talent and treasure are great.  But sometimes,  eventually, the goal is accomplished and there is cause for great celebration.  Gratitude for what God has done with his fragile, talented, broken, wounded, ambitious, wise, children.  Gratitude for how so many responded in their own way to the call.  So many reasons to celebrate.  

And usually there is still so much to be done.  Whether the address was 110 McCurdy or 1817 Richardson Side Road, at both locations, the heavy lifting was done, it was time to move in and be the church.  So much potential.  So many ideas and so much excitement about the possibilities.  A wonderful space into which people would be welcomed, and blessed.  A place where God’s children could learn about Him, worship Him, and serve Him.  A place where all God’s people could be invited in, to unload their burdens, to hear an encouraging word, to be listened to, to share their talents and their stories, to learn, to become more of the person God was already calling them to be.

Does it not fill you with gratitude that we have arrived here in this place?  A destination called by many to be Mission Impossible.  We have much to celebrate!  This chapter in a very exciting book is finished.  What excitement and challenge and joy does the next chapter hold, and the chapter after that?  Only God knows!      
I want to ask something of you now.  I want to ask:

1.  Anyone who is here today who is a charter member of this congregation and whose name is on that certificate that the Rev. Macarthur Sheilds painted

2. Anyone who is here today who has ever been ordained as a ruling elder in this congregation

3. Anyone who was worshipping with this congregation when we were at 110

4. Anyone who has started to worship with us since we moved to this wonderful location.

I hope that all of you feel that this is an amazing congregation to be part of.  I pray that you feel welcomed here and that you can grow in your faith here and that this is a place where you can invest your gifts to make a difference in this place, in this community and in the world beyond Kanata.  I pray that there are good things going on here which inspire you, which encourage you, and which challenge you.  I hope that this is a place where you want to invite your friends to come and be part of life here. And I pray that this is a place where you can come, and hear again and again, until and even after, you truly embrace the reality  that  God loves YOU!  So much for which to give thanks.  So much to Celebrate!

Amen
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