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Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;  John 1:1-18


“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because the Lord has anointed me.”
If you heard someone speak these words today, who might you imagine that to be?  A faith healer?  A TV  evangelist?  The Pope?

They are the words from the Old Testament,  the prophet Isaiah, but when we begin to take our faith seriously, and when we strive to grow in our faith, they become our words.  They are for those who do not consider their faith an optional side bar, a part time hobby, but a vocation.  Our spiritual task as Christians is to discover our purpose in Christ, and how the Holy Spirit guides us in that.  The Spirit of the Lord is upon us.  We are anointed by the Lord.   

Before this sounds too overwhelming, let’s continue through Isaiah’s passage to see what all this means.  What does it mean to be anointed by the Lord?  What does the work of the Holy Spirit feel like in our minds and bodies and lifestyle?  What does it mean to discover our purpose in Christ?  What does that look like or feel like?  What does it mean to make our faith a vocation, not a hobby?

Listen to what Isaiah says-

Bring good news to the oppressed

Bind up the broken hearted

Proclaim liberty to the captives

How would you translate that into the living of your daily life?

Think about how many times, in the course of a day, your life intersects with someone else.  How about over the course of a week?  These elements of Christian living have the potential to contribute in powerful ways to our daily personal activities and our relationships.  Consider the people with whom we share a home, a neighbourhood, a grocery store, a work place.  

You are serious about discovering your purpose in Christ.  You take your faith seriouly,  not just a side bar, not just a hobby.  Would others say that you are compassionate, kind, encouraging, determined?  Would they even know you are a Christian and that your faith is important to you?  Is that something that you keep as a secret, in your hobby drawer? If I were to go to those various places where you live your life and ask about you, what do you think people might say?   

Isaiah calls us to a vocation, a lifestyle that is filled with hope, joy, peace, and love, the elements of Advent.  How do you communicate hope or joy, peace or love to anyone in the course of our daily living?  What is your tone?  What is your attitude?  How do you treat others?

Isaiah says we are to be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord.  How do you like that metaphorical image – you as an oak tree – standing tall and strong in the ways of Christ?  

 There is an oak tree that stands tall and strong in a prominent place at our cottage.  My Dad planted that tree.  It reminds me of the best of him and his love for that place.  It reminds me of his courage and determination in the midst of tough times.  It reminds me of his endless energy and creativity to make the place magical for all of our family and everyone who came to visit.  That oak tree is part of his legacy.

Do you ever consider what kind of legacy you will be leaving?  What will they say about you at your funeral?  How will you be remembered?


The Book of John opens with that well known passage -  In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  A few verses later it says, “There was a man sent from God”.  When we begin to take our faith seriously, when we begin to understand our faith as a vocation and not a hobby, we take seriously the notion that not unlike John, we too have been sent!  We have a purpose.  There is meaning to our lives.  As we apply this to John, we can apply this to ourselves.  The pursuit of a life lived in Christ – imitators of Jesus.  

John came as a witness to testify, and to bear witness to the light.  Again, when we are willing to apply this passage to ourselves, we readily understand that we too have been sent.  We are here to bear witness – to testify.  How we do that is as unique as we are.  Each of us can express this differently.  Each of us can bear witness and testify in our own distinct way.  Through words, through acts of kindness, in  service, in acts of grace and mercy, through just being present, in just being silent….all of these are manners of bearing witness to the one who’s name is Love.  All sorts of ways to be light in the world, in our homes, our neighbourhoods, in our places of work and play.

John was very clear.  He was not the Light.  He was not the Word.  He was not the Son of God, but he came to bear witness to the one who was.

The religious authorities, the Jewish priests and the Levites looked John in the eye and asked,  “Who are you”?    

Today we are talking about our faith as a vocation not a hobby.  Today we are talking about leaving a legacy.  Today we are talking about being anointed by the Spirit of God, bringing good news to the afflicted, binding up the broken hearted, comforting all who mourn, setting the captives free.  Discovering our purpose in Christ.

Who are you?    Does any of this resonate with you or is this quite foreign?  Sometimes we don’t have words for it, but it is important, at least in the quiet of our minds to privately ask ourselves this very same question……Who am I?

Am I someone who wants to reflect God’s love into the lives of others?

Am I someone who wants to leave a legacy of strength, and kindness, and compassion and mercy?  Am I someone who wants to pursue a relationship with Christ?  Is my faith a hobby or as a vocation?

God says you are His child.  Christ calls you to be His disciple – to follow His will and His way.  Who do others say that you are- your partner, your children, your parents, your friends?  Who do you say that you am?

God’s grace and peace to you this day, and all the days of your life.

Amen
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