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Mark 10:35-45


The picture we often get of the disciples is a bunch of bumbling, stooges.  Getting it wrong.  Messing up.  Confused.  

Hold this against the image of that same bunch of holy men gathered around a long table, breaking bread, sharing the cup, praying.  Somehow  we need to gather these two disparate images together and know that the disciples were both of these and so much more.  They were human, and humanity is comprised of curse and blessing, joy and sorrow, getting it right and getting it wrong.  Would you consider that the disciples we read about in Scripture are not so different from the disciples we see when we look around this room?  Is that fair?  Is that true?


In today’s passage we see something of the disciples, at least two of them that makes us cringe a bit.  Brothers James and John approach Jesus and they say to him, “Jesus we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”!!!  Wow!!  That is strong!  When we think of what it means to be humble, this is not it!

“I want you to do for me whatever I ask of you.”  To whom can you say that?  We may think it…but to say it out loud….to say it right to a person’s face….to say it to Jesus!!??


Think about your prayer life for a bit.  When I was a child my bedtime prayer was this -  “Dear God  I thank you for all that you have given to me.  Many I can see, others I cannot see.  Teach me to be a better boy and to learn more about you.  God bless Mummy and Daddy, Nanna and Grandad,…..and on and on down the line…my aunts and uncles and friends and ponies….Amen.”

You know what that sounds like to me?  “Jesus I want you to do for me whatever I ask, and this is what I am asking you to do ….teach me, bless these people and these animals…..do this….do that…..Thank you  Jesus”.


Just for a moment, lets hold this in tension with the prayer that Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemene…..not my will, but thy will be done…..Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven……

“Jesus do this for me, in fact do whatever I ask you to do for me/Thy will  be done…….. 

Where are you on this?  What are your conversations with God like these days?

God give me a sunny day for the pool party. God help me get there on time.  God help me to find a parking spot.  Lord heal my cancer.  God keep my kids safe.  Jesus do whatever I ask you to do.

Thy will be done…..

How do we reconcile all of this?

When we see James and John approaching Jesus and telling Him that they want him to do whatever they ask of him, we can’t help but be embarrassed for them.

Jesus did not seem offended or taken aback.  He simply said to them-  “What do you want me to do for you?”

Consider this….. Jesus asked this question of those disciples.  He asks it of these disciples….the ones to your left and to your right.  He says to all of us,  “What do you want me to do for you?”

As a Christian claiming to believe in Jesus Christ, what do you want him to do for you?  Do you want him to help you survive what you are going through?  Do you  want him to give you the courage to make a difficult decision?  Do you want him to help you to preserve a certain relationship?  For every one of us, willing to ask ourselves that question, there will be a different response.  What do you want Jesus to do for you?

As long ago as that question might have been asked of His disciples, it is essential that we move it into the context of our own lives today.

He asks specifically,  “What do you want me to do for you?”  It takes some discernment to respond to that.  It requires some deep, intentional reflection and soul searching.  Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?” Does your answer have something to do with your health, your marriage, your family?  What do you want Jesus to do for you?


I don’t want to dwell on it, but the answer which James and John gave to this important question is so uncomfortably embarrassing.  “Well I want to sit on your right hand and my brother James here wants to sit on your left.”  Words like shallow, arrogant, self-righteous might come to mind.  Humility would not come to mind.(Jesus had just earlier predicted his death for a third time and so James and John were talking about being on his right and left when they were all in glory with him.)

Do you not think that after living with him, travelling with him, listening to his teaching, assisting him with his ministry to the poor, the sick the downtrodden, the marginalized, that their request might have been for something more significant, more profound?

The good news here is that once the words are blurted out,  they can they be dealt with. Like the rest of us, Jesus was not a mind reader and did not know what was important to the brothers.  We often do not know what is going on in the minds and hearts of others, and often they with us.  The words have to come out if there is going to be a response.  What we want, what we need….that needs to be put into words and shared with someone who can respond.


Jesus had tried to create community among the disciples.  Community is important to God.  God calls us to be a strong, united committed community if we are going to have any chance of impacting the world around us.  Yet here John and James are keen to break rank from their community if it means they get the privileged, elevated seats above their peers, one of them on His right and one on His left. 

Jesus asks them if they are ready to pay the price?  Are we?  We may want a healthier, deeper relationship with our partner, are we willing to do the work required?  We may want to grow deeper in our relationship with God.  What are we prepared to do to cultivate that and nurture  the relationship  that is already there?  When we consider what it is that we want, we need to ask ourselves what are we prepared to do to make that happen.

Their response was pitiable.  “We are able”.  They really had no idea what they were saying yes to.  Jesus’ disciples were never moral or mental giants.  They were terrifyingly ordinary.  Very limited in so many ways.  I hope that is encouraging news for any of us who from time to time may feel unworthy, not good enough, not smart enough, not holy enough…God worked with them.  God did not forsake them.

Jesus said to His disciples James and to John what God says to His disciples you and to me.  As he always did, he turns the world and all that is in it, upside down.  Authority comes from power.  In the Christian community, power comes from humility and servanthood – not wealth, or political power, or education or social standing.  Do you ever watch Dragon’s Den or Shark Tank.  Many good things about those shows I suppose, but  although they have financial power, I do not see these people as role models.  No sense of servanthood.  No sense of humility.  The kind of power that Jesus held in the world is so different from what I see in these people.  Servanthood is the shining light in the Christian community.  Putting others first.  Serving.  Doing the jobs no one else wants to do or has time to do or energy to do or resources to do.  The heart of a servant.  That is the heart of love.  That is the heart of discipleship.  That is the heart of God.

God bless you on your journey to becoming the faithful, humble  servant that God longs for you to be.  Amen
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