		[image: trinlogo2]



	“Becoming a Faithful Prescence"

A Sermon by
Rev. Shaun Seaman

October 19, 2014



	
			
	A bunch of us were at the Hart House Pub at the University of Toronto. I was in first year seminary.  One of the upper year seminarians, with his buddies gathered around was, with much excitement and joy,  telling about the birth of his first child.  He was so excited.  And then he said it -"If I were Abraham, and God asked me to take my child up a mountain  to offer as a sacrifice, I would not do it."
	Wow!!  I did not know what to think....so many questions racing through my naive, un-theologically-educated  young mind.....
Would this guy really say no to God?
Would  God really ask that of anyone?  ...well, it seems he did of Abraham
How bold for anyone to say they would not do what God asked of them!
I wondered how Abraham and I were similar and how we were different.
It made me wonder how what I believe affected the decisions I make?
	This is what I believe and I do so in faith.  I cannot prove it beyond a shadow of a doubt, but I believe it:
I believe that somehow, we were created by God.
I believe that we were created in and for community.  
I believe the Bible is about God's plan is to bring people into relationship with Himself, with one another and with the created world.   
I believe there is brokenness in all of us.
I believe it is the longing of God's heart to heal our brokenness and to bring us back into faithful relationship with Himself, with one another, and with the created world. 
	I believe that it was and continues to be God's will, that there be no division among us, male, female, Jew, Gentile.  That neither education nor wealth nor skin color nor sexual orientation nor religion sets us apart from God.  I believe that we are all children of the Lord.  These are some of the things I believe and these are some of the things that affect the decisions I make.
	What do you believe?  How does what you believe affect the decisions you make?
 	Since listening  that day to that new father and future minister, I have come to understand and appreciate Scripture and the power of the Gospel in ways I did not then, as a first year theological student.  
	As you reflect upon what you believe and how it affects the decisions you make, I want you to consider today, the significance of 3 stories - God's story, your story, and the story of place.
	God's story is available to us in Scripture.....The story of Creation, Adam, Eve, Noah, Moses, Jonah, Ruth, Rahab, Peter, James, Andrew, John, Nicodemus, the woman at the well, the good Samaritan.  The list goes on and on and on.   Do you know those stories?   Before I studied those stories, Moses always made me feel not good enough.  How could Moses, as portrayed by Charlton Heston and I both be children of God.  I could never compete with that!  Then I discovered all the excuses  Moses made.  he did everything he could to get out of doing what God called him to do.  I could relate to that!  And then Rahab - the prostitute....child of God???  Really?  and then I learned that she loved God and she risked her own life to save the lives of God's spies!  A diamond in the rough!  And on and on the stories go.  It is important that we know those stories, because it is in and through those stories that we learn that in so many way's God's desire is to bring hope and healing to a fallen world.  That in and through the lives of God's people as recorded in Scripture, we can learn about how well and how poorly God's people lived in that covenant relationship with Him.  In and through those stories, we get to learn about God's persistent love, his insistence on forgiveness, and his deep desire for us to live lives that matter.  In and through the characters in those stories, we see how God was with His people. 
	The first essential story we must learn, is God's story.  The stories of God in relationship with His people.
	The second essential story, is our own.   I work with the assumption that you want to cultivate a deeper relationship with God, that you want to become a Faithful Presence.  It is easier to spend your time thinking about what kind of car you would love to buy, or what colour you want to paint the ceiling, but it is so much more significant to spend time becoming aware of the story God is writing in and through your life.  
	This is why I am such a big advocate of  small group study.  Getting together with other believers and doubters helped me to grow in my relationship with God like nothing else.  It enabled me to become vulnerable - not that I was looking for that.  That vulnerability forced or allowed me to examine my life in ways I never had before.  Perhaps I didn't know how to examine my life.  Perhaps I did not dare!  My faith community lovingly helped me to think things I had not thought before, to ask questions I had not asked before, and say things I had not said before.  Slowly, very slowly, I began to drop my guard.  I started to become vulnerable.   Slowly, I began to understand God's presence in my life- God's grace, God's love.  I began to know that God was with me in and through the highs and the lows of my days and my life.  I began to learn the story that God was writing in my life.
	Among many things I have learned by being a minister, I have learned that almost always, we are afraid to be vulnerable with others, we are afraid to show our fear, our ignorance.  We keep our guard up!   Not always, but often,  it is because we are trying to hide our shame.  We are compensating for abuses or perceived failings.  We are trying to cover up our addictions or the abuses we suffered at the hand of someone who was meant to love us. There are so many reasons that many of  us  already feel  Not Good Enough.  And so we mask it in so many sad and unhealthy ways.  It is impossible to become a Faithful Presence if we are forever trying to cover up our past.  We need to find a place to be vulnerable....with ourselves, with others who care for us, and with God.  
	Have you ever seen a lobster?  Have you ever eaten a lobster?  Lobsters never stop growing, but it is risky business.  Every few months a lobster sheds its exoskeleton.  Releasing its shell is a tiring process and it leaves the flesh of the lobster exposed and vulnerable.  In order to grow, it must regularly let go of that spiny, tough exterior.  Failure to rid itself of that tough outer shell leads to death.  I don't need to say more about that, I just ask you to reflect upon the lobster.
	The authors of the New Parish maintain that it is only in community with others that we can come to know our own story.  We can never develop true self-understanding in isolation.  God  uses the voices of  our community to speak to us.  God declares that we are all his  children - dearly loved.  Do you give yourself permission to believe that?  Do you believe that just in your head or also in your heart?  Will you at least dare to embrace that truth?
	And if you will, then welcome aboard ! God wants you as his partner in this family business of  healing, forgiving, and loving.  Would you like to be an instrument of grace and love and healing in the lives of others?  knowing God's story  -knowing the story He is writing in your life! 
	The third story is the story of place.  What would it mean to you if someone asked you to watch and listen to your neighborhood, your community?   Watch and listen to your neighborhood - does that sound totally weird to you?  It has been suggested, that when we listen....really and truly listen, we stop pretending to be God, and we honor others as worth listening to.
	Watching and listening to your neighborhood sounds corny I know...but this is what I mean....
	Can you walk around your neighborhood silently observing and delighting in what God is doing there.....the beauty of the trees, the vast number of parks that abound, the lovely gardens that you see?  Do you hear birds in the trees or just traffic on the streets?  Do you see people walking their dogs, or their children?  Do you ever hear the voices of children playing in the park?  Or is it just silence?  What is it like when you walk around your neighborhood?
	Have you met the local business owners in your neighborhood?  How is their business doing?  What kinds of support do they need?  What about the local schools....how are they doing?  
	What values  shape your neighborhood?  Are there safe places  to walk?  Are there unsafe places? Is it pedestrian friendly? Do people in your neighborhood say hello when they meet on the street?  In neighborhoods where people live very close together, we can become very isolated and insulated from each other.  People who live less close together often get more connected, and become more of a community.
	Watching and Listening - to God's story, to your own story, to the story of your neighborhood, your community.
	When we begin to attend to these three components of being a Faithful Presence we begin to express the reality of God's family, God's community, active in God's family business - the renewal of all people and all places.
Blessings to you as you live the story.
Amen  
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