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Last week we heard Him ask it of James and John and today we hear him again, asking it of the blind man who the others tried to shush!

Here is what we need to know about the scene today-

-Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd that were following him were leaving Jericho

-Bartimaeus was a beggar who was blind

-Bartimaeus was a man of faith.  He believed that Jesus had power to heal

-amid the crowd and the noise he called out, asking Jesus to have mercy on him

-when the crowd tried to quiet him, he yelled out with even more persistence

Among all the noise and commotion, Jesus heard him and called him to come to Him.

And then the question which Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for you?”

“My teacher, let me see again.”

It is interesting to note that both James and John last week, were apparently blind to Jesus’ vision of the kingdom and deaf to his words about it.  Living with him, teaching and travelling and healing with him, somehow, they still did not see or hear Him in  a way that certainly we think they should have.

(dinner party- man in shack- host)


Bartimaeus knew  his need and he knew that this person passing by could respond to it.  

There is an important difference between our wants and our needs.

What is it that you want?

What is it that you need?

I am going to suggest that it is fairly easy for us to list what it is that we want.  I think sometimes it is too difficult, too painful, too threatening for us to really identify what it is that we really need.  We have an image that we present to the world.  And we have an image  that we live with, in private.  Sometimes, we are not ready to name those needs which we know are there, deep within us.

“Have mercy on me Lord.  Pour  your grace upon me Lord.  Let me see”.

At first the others around him  try to quiet him.  They want him to shut up, not to bother Jesus.  But then, after Jesus has heard him, he asks the others to bring the one who is calling for him to him.

The others turn to Bartimaeus and say, “Get up, He is calling you.”  In some translations they say, “Get up, He is searching for you.”

Imagine that -  Jesus calling you.  Jesus searching for you.  Just sit with that for a moment!

Do you ever feel like Jesus is searching for you?  Do you ever have a sense that He is calling you?   Perhaps most of the time, it feels like you are searching for Him, that most of the calling involved is you calling Him.  We need to be reminded that we are not the only one in the equation that is searching.

Have you ever been in a friendship or relationship of any kind and it feels that you are doing all the initiating.  You call them.  They never call you.  You invite them.  They never invite you.  Not much fun.  Sometimes it makes us feel like they are not really interested in having a relationship…that we are the only ones who care.

Today we hear again of Jesus’ wonderful love.  Searching for, calling for, even a marginalized outcast – this blind beggar Bartimaeus.

And we read that when Bartimaeus is called to go to Jesus, he removes his cloak.  He throws his outer garment off.

We have layers.  We don’t let most people see beyond those layers, at least not past the outside ones.  It is only when we want to get to a new depth of relationship with someone do they get to see us a little more close up, a little more vulnerable, a little less guarded – a little more transparent – its sacrey – not easy.  We retreat behind layers of protective masks.  We pop back up to the surface, out of the depths.  Away from those places that have real meanging.

One Biblical scholar says that Bartimaeus took off his mantle, his cloak, which covered his nakedness.  It hid him.  Now he stands without mantle, without cloak, without masks and disguises, honestly and utterly revealing his naked self to the Lord…nothing to lose, everything to gain. Honest.  Open.  Vulnerable.  No masks.  No games.

Jesus asks the question -  “What do you want me to do for you?”  Don’t you think Jesus probably already knew?  I mean he was Jesus after all.

By asking the question, Jesus forces Bartimaeus to name his need.

What do you need?  Not what do you want, but what do you need?

Are you prepared to name it?

Are you prepared to ask Jesus what it is that you want Him to do for you?  Are you prepared to take off your mantle, your cloak?  Are you prepared to stop hiding behind your layers of masks – to be absolutely vulnerable and to ask Jesus for what you need?

Amen 

Amen
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