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Jesus asked his disciples,  “Who do others say I am and who do you say I am?”

If I were to ask you, “Who is Stephen Harper,  or Jim Watson,  or Kevin O ‘Leary…or if  I asked you who is David Chin,  or Terry Bishop, or Meghan Brown Saveedra, or   Mike Hickey?”, you would probably be able to tell me something about them, but it  would likely be things ABOUT them….what they do, what they look like, perhaps where they live  and who is in their family.  But WHO  they are, that is something different.  We probably do not know WHO  many others really are.  We don’t know very much about most people.  We have not read much about others, we have not studied them, we have not spent a lot of time with most people.  So we know ABOUT,  but we don’t know WHO  most others really are….their values, hopes, dream, fears, successes, failures.


By the time Christ arrived at Caesarea Philippi he had good reason to assume that people everywhere were talking about him.  “Do you know what Jesus of Nazareth did last week?  Have you heard what he said in the synagogue?  Do you know that he raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead?”  Who is He?


Who is he?  He is the most known person in the world.  He is more famous than Coca Cola or Pierre Trudeau, or Tom Cruise.  There is no one past or present known by more people around the world than Jesus Christ….at least known by vocation….what He did, what He said, where He lived, how He died.


Turning water into wine, healing on the Sabbath, feeding thousands with a few fish and some bread, raising the dead….that is part of what He did.    What He was like….kind, gentle, forgiving, loving, inclusive, patient, a servant.  


But WHO  do we say he is?  Probably the most important question we can ask ourselves….the most important question we can pray about, reflect upon, discuss….


I want to ask you this question -  Who in the world knows you….REALLY knows you?  Not simply what you do, or where you live….but WHO  are you….?    Who is it that really knows you?  Perhaps it is  a parent, a partner, maybe a child, perhaps a best friend.  Someone asked once, “Who are you when you are completely alone?”  Who knows that person….anyone?


 Most people, whether or not they ever darken the door to a church know something about Jesus….they know who He is and what He stood for, and how He died.  And whether or not their  faith is important to them - in times of trauma, in the emergency unit of the hospital, or  when the health diagnosis arrives, in the wake of a car crash,  it is amazing to learn how many quickly find their way to prayer, begging Jesus to perform a miracle!


So it boggles my mind, that those who do find their way to church on Sunday mornings, those who do declare that they are people of faith, that they believe in Jesus, that they want to follow Him, to be one of His disciples – it boggles my mind that they are not more motivated to spend more of their time, reading the Bible, forming groups to study His word and His way, coming to some conclusions about WHO  He really is….not just  where He lived, what He did…but Who He really is.


It  boggles my mind that I almost  never hear coffee conversation about Jesus.  It boggles my mind that more people do not come to me saying that they were talking to their friend this week and they could not agree on what the story of the woman at the well, or Noah’s Ark or Daniel in the Lion’s Den, or the Lost Coin was really about….what do I think?   I don’t get many questions about how to grow stronger in the faith, how to connect more with God.  I think I am not getting those questions because those conversations over coffee are just not happening.


How about forgiveness?  Can I still call myself a Christian when I am so aware of the sin in my life?  I hardly ever get asked that?

How can I be sure that when I die, I am going to heaven?  I hardly ever get asked that?

How much should I give to the church each week?  How do I share my faith with someone who does not go to church?  What can I do to help my child learn about God’s love for them?  I hardly ever get asked questions about God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit and how they intersect with our lives.

How can I remember God in the midst of my busy day?  I almost never get asked that.  And it boggles my mind.


 I hear lots of conversations in the church about the weather, the Ottawa Senators, the latest toppings for poutine, amazing trips to amazing countries,  the wonderful accomplishments of peoples’ children and grandchildren…. But I rarely hear conversations about the nature of God, the work of the Holy Spirit in peoples’ lives,  examples of Christ like living with acts of service, acts of kindness.  I rarely hear  people wrestling with a decision asking, What Would Jesus Do? 


It seems to me that people in the church, people who’s faith is important for them, not just in emergencies but on a daily basis, would have more conversations about Jesus and WHO  he really is and HOW his influence and teaching is changing lives.


As the people of God, you and I must come to a conclusion about who Jesus is.  He is the most famous person in the world.  More books have been written about Him in the last century than anyone else. Some of the greatest works of art ever painted have tried to depict him. All over the world, people are singing to one another about Him, children are praying to him, scientists, and millionaires, and peasants worship him.  You and I are His disciples.  We believe in Him.  


Who Jesus was, is a HUGE topic and one about which there is great variety and controversy.


But what I invite you to really consider today is this  -  As Jesus asked the question of Peter and the rest of the disciples, he asks it of you and of me.  “Who do you say HE is?”


We answer that question  based on what we have heard, experienced, and read.  And we answer that question by how we live our lives.  We answer that question corporately by the songs we sing, the prayers we pray and the creeds we claim in worship.  But we need, very much to answer that question personally, privately, individually - each one of us.


If I were to ask you if you are voting for the Liberal or the Conservative party, I would not expect to see much of a difference in how you live your life.  But if you and I claim to be Christian, it needs to mean something.  It needs to make a difference.  It needs to be identifiable in our lives.  If Christ is our teacher, our Lord and God, if we believe He laid down his life for us on the cross and rose from the dead so that we might have the gift of eternal life, then there needs to be evidence in our lives of our beliefs – our behaviour, our attitude, our relationships….everything should bear witness to the proclamation of our faith. 

So I leave you with this question which I hope you will reflect upon, talk to someone about, pray about.  Jesus asked Peter and the others who loved Him,  “Who do you say that I am?”

He asks that same question of you and of me.

Amen
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