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This week an artist sent me some photos of two sculptures  they had done. (SLIDE  #1) The first is sleeping Jesus.  We don’t have many people sleeping on the streets or park benches in our neighbourhoods, but a quick trip downtown, or to Toronto, or Montreal would break us out of the comfort of our environment very quickly.   The face is hidden in this sculpture.  The artist has done that intentionally.  When is the last time you saw a homeless person, or a person begging on the street.  Did you look into their eyes?  Did you even look at them?  Do you think it is even possible for you to see the face of Jesus there?

(SLIDE #2)  The  second sculpture is called “Whatever you do….”  It is based on Matthew 25 starting at verse 31, one of my favourite passages…. feeding the hungry, giving a drink to the thirsty, visiting the lonely, caring for the sick  -  whatever we do for one of these people, we do for the Lord.


I think of that passage often.  When have we had a chance to offer a cup of cold water to a thirsty person, food to the hungry, warmth to the cold, company to the lonely??????

The challenge, I think is to remember that whenever we take care of anyone else, whenever we are unselfish, whenever we put someone else before ourselves, their needs before ours…..we serve God.  These ‘someone elses’  may be family members, or friends, or complete strangers.  We need to connect these acts of kindness to our faith.  We do these good things because that is God’s call upon our lives at work.


The Mark 9  passage says the same kind of thing as Matthew 25  I think.  The ‘Whoever’ passage.  Whoever wants to be first of all, must be last of all, and servant of all.


Do you think of service as a place of honour, a place of spirit, a place of God?  Most of us want to be first in some areas of our lives.  The first to cross the finish line.  The first on the list of top earners.  The first on the list of most educated.  I wonder if that schoolyard scene ever leaves us…..the one where we want to be the first to be chosen for the team - either first or somewhere near the top.   The dread of being the very  last one chosen!  That fear.  That shame.  Do you think that there is anything of that mentality that still lives within you?   Are you ok with being chosen last now?   Not invited to a special party or someone’s wedding, or to be part of a special group.  Are you ok with that?  So how do we reconcile that with,  “whoever wants to be first of all must be last of all and servant of all”?  It is, I think, part of that phenomenon of Jesus turning the world on its ear.  Upside down!  How does it feel for you to not be seen, to not be heard, to not be acknowledged?  First/Last.  Served/Servant. Jesus thought it was more important to serve than to be praised.


The second ‘whoever’  in today’s passage is about welcoming a child in the name of the Lord.  We think kids are cute.  It is horrific when we hear about children being abused as we too often do on the news.  But  what does it mean to welcome them, all of them in the name of the Lord?  Do we appreciate them as blessing, as God’s mysterious, wonderful creation, as holy?  Do we see the face of God in them?


And finally,  “Whoever welcomes me, welcomes God the Father.”


When I was in seminary, my mother, a woman of great faith, came to visit.  We were having dinner in the school cafeteria.  She was telling a good friend of mine, Herb Gale, whom some of you know, about the Bible study group she was in.  Herb was already an ordained minister at the time and was at seminary to do an advanced degree.  My Mum  asked him,  “Herb is Jesus God?”  Herb thought for a moment and then said that he thought yes, that Jesus was God.


We talk a lot in church about the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost….3 separated, distinct entities.  And if there is a Father and  a Son,  then certainly the two cannot be the same.


In the Reformed tradition at least, we have come to understand that all 3 entities are part of the body.  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are part of the Trinity which we refer to as the Triune God, the 3 in 1.  Each one, an essential part of the whole.  Each one with its own distinctions, but each one connected to the whole.   (SLIDE #3)

To say, “I was touched by the Holy Spirit”, is to say,  “I was touched by God.”  To say “I felt the love of Jesus is to say,  “I felt the love of the Holy Ghost, or the love of God.”

Most  people of faith identify with one aspect of the Trinity more than the others….for some it is the person of Jesus Christ.  For others it is the Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost.  For still others, it is  God the Father.

So in Mark, it is Jesus, speaking with his disciples and he says to them, “Whoever welcomes me, welcomes the one who sent me….the Father.”


We think of the Father as Creator.  The Son as the ‘in the flesh’ expression of God.  The Holy Spirit as the  illusive, invisible, presence that abides with us forever and always.  Most people tend to identify most strongly with one of the 3.  In our  language and in our mind and heart, I think it is helpful for us to make the connection  to the other two aspects whenever we make reference to any aspect of the Trinity.


So the Whoevers.  You and I are  the Whoevers.  Are you ready to put yourself last?  How keen are you to serve anyone and everyone?  How willing are you to be quiet and let the other person speak and tell their story?  How happy are you to go to the back of the buffett line?  How ok with you are you when someone calls you to lend a hand when you know you already have a huge To Do list of your own you need to take care of?  If you are a Whoever, listen to this-

Whoever wants to be first, must be last of all and servant of all.  Is that you?

When you see a child, full of innocence, untrained, perhaps without discipline, or manners, naïve, not fully aware of all the rules of social behaviour that we think are do important……are you able or even willing to try to see Jesus in that child?

He took a child in His arms and said,  “Whoever welcomes one such  child in my name, welcomes me.”

And finally, “Whoever welcomes me, welcomes the one who sent me”.  Was it God?  The Holy Spirit.  The Creator.  The Redeemer.  The Forgiver.  The Sustainer.  Father.  Son.  Holy Ghost.       


God bless you as you continue to listen to God’s call upon your life.

Amen 
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