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	Cut Off / Cut Out!!    A Sermon by
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Sept. 27, 2015 



Wow….what did you think of that Scripture?  A bit scary don’t you think?  A millstone around your neck and thrown into the sea.  If your  hand or foot cause you to stumble, cut it off.  If your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out.  Keep fresh salt in yourself.

What does any of that mean?   It sure is not the feel good passage of the month!


Last week, when we looked at the verses just before today’s passage, it was about what to do!  The whoever verses.   Whoever wants to be first of all must be last of all and servant of all.  Whoever welcomes a child in my name welcomes me and the one who sent me.  The call of God upon our lives to be and to do.  To imitate Him.


This week’s verses are about what not to do!  It is about spiritual stumbling .  Not to inflict this upon ourselves or others by the words we say or the actions we take.  


Jesus’ words are very intense here.  It is not just a suggestion for our consideration.  He is really serious!


We might tend to think that these words are for hardened criminals, certainly not we God fearing people.  For other people, certainly not for ourselves.  Remember the character Fagan in Oliver twist.  He recruited vulnerable orphans do his dirty work for him…..pick pocketing, and stealing.  Certainly Jesus is speaking to him!


It is most unfortunate, but I do not believe for a moment that  Jesus is referencing Fagan, or outrageous, preposterous scenarios far removed for us.   I don’t think that he is looking at that man just out of prison who murdered 3 women in the Ottawa Valley, or the parents of that  young boy we are hearing about on the radio these days.  I don’t think that Jesus is restricting his words to the worst of the worst.  Sadly,  I am quite sure that He is speaking to you and to me as well.  He is  demanding that we take a hard look at our own lives and to put a stop to whatever it is that we are doing that might cause harm.   Harm to ourselves or others.  Physical, psychological, or spiritual harm.

 Stop making bad decisions.  Stop acting in a way that is an offence to the holiness of God.  Stop doing that which you would be so ashamed if other people found out.  Stop doing anything that would interfere with our relationship with God or anyone else’s relationship with God.

This  passage is intended for you and for me and it requires intentional, unflinching self-examination.  What are we doing, what are we watching, in any small corner of our lives that does not reflect the holiness of God?  Whatever it is, we need to cut it out of our lives.  Jesus is not saying literally that we need to cut off our hands or tear out our eyes.  But He is saying that we need to cut out of our lives, anything that might cause ourselves or others if we are to call ourselves, children of God.  Are you willing to dare to privately examine your own life?  Are there elements of your behaviour that might put your salvation in jeopardy, things which might prevent you from living forever with God in heaven?  If there are, you need to eliminate those things. 


Some of the things that come to mind when I read this passage are abuse, and addiction.  Abuse of ourselves, or another person, whether that be physical, spiritual, emotional, sexual.    Addiction to drugs, or alcohol, or pornography or many other things.  Being unfaithful to our spouse. Cheating. Jesus says in a voice so stern like we have never heard before, “Cut it Out”!


Jesus did not walk the easy road.  He never took the easy way out.  Jesus made tough choices.  Choices that required courage, and strength.  Choices he would have preferred not to make.  Choices that he was sometimes afraid to make.  Choices that others told him not to, for fear of his well being or safety.  


Discipleship.  Jesus calls us to be His disciples – to follow Him.  How can that be easy?  It is not.  In our life, on a daily basis, we are required to make tough choices.  Choices that require courage.  Choices that may cause us fear.  Tough choices.  


If we keep Jesus on our minds - what He did and said, how He was with other people, how He stood strong against injustice, how He fought for the outcast and the marginalized, how He put others before Himself, how he cared for the downtrodden and the dispossessed   - if Jesus is who we are called to be imitators of, then tough choices are unavoidable!  Tough choices make us stronger.  Avoiding tough choices destroys us. 

If we are serious about being on the road of becoming who and how God and Jesus are longing for us to become, then difficult, tough choices are essential.


The final verse in today’s passage talks about saltiness and loosing our flavour.   In His day, salt was an indispensable preservative. Salt was essential in helping maintain the integrity of what it was preserving.  When salt looses its saltiness, it is no earthly good.



Christians who have lost their Christian flavour have lost their strength and purpose.  Their integrity is gone.  They do not influence and make a difference in the world.


Saltiness is about standing up, standing strong for the things of God -  things like justice, equality, generosity, compassion, forgiveness, unselfishness, kindness.  These are not just passive attitudes.  These are action words.  Proactive words.  It is not just being in favour of these things.  It is about standing against anything which is contrary to the will of God,  and raising a voice to that cause.


We need to examine our lives.  Are their things we need to cut out?  Are there things we need to stop doing or watching, or saying or being?  This is not about cutting off our hand or our foot or tearing out our eye.  This is about taking a stand against what should not be and a stand for what should be!


This is about taking the Gospel seriously.  Taking the example of Jesus Christ seriously.  Taking our own lives seriously.  Replenishing the  saltiness in the salt  of our faith.


God bless you on our journey of self- examination!

Amen
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