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Discipleship    Mark 1:14-20 

Simon, who would become Peter, and his brother Andrew were disciples.  James and his 

brother John were also disciples.  Then came Phillip and Nathanael.  Others followed. 

Jesus was laying the foundation of the kingdom with these first followers.   

In Jesus’ day, over 300 fishing boats worked on Lake Galilee.  There were fishermen 

everywhere.  Ordinary people in Palestine ate meat only once a week.  Fish was their staple diet 

and they transported salt fish throughout  the region, even to Jerusalem and Rome.  Even the 

names of towns on the lakeside show how important the fishing business was.  Bethsaida 

means House of  Fish.  Tarichaea means The Place of Salt Fish.  

Let’s look at these disciples who worked in this  thriving  fishing industry.  What do we 

know about  them? 

#1.  (Slide #1)  They were ordinary people.  They did not come from prestigious schools.  

They did not come from aristocracy.  They were ordinary people. 

No one has ever taken as much stock in ordinary people the way Jesus did.  Abraham 

Lincoln is quoted as saying,  (Slide #2)   “God must love the common people – he made so many 

of them.” 

Jesus chose ordinary people to change the world.  Are you an ordinary person? 

#2.   (Slide #3)   Jesus goes with us – everywhere.   Jesus called these people to be part 

of His ministry, not when they were deep in prayer, not when they were worshipping in the 

synagogue, not when they were out in the dessert meditating.  Jesus called these people when 

they were in the midst of their day’s work.   

Are you aware that somehow the presence of Jesus is with you at all times, in all places - 

in the car, in the forest, at your kitchen table, at your office? 

#3.  Jesus called them with a simple (Slide #4)  “Follow me”!  Biblical scholars believe 

that it was not the first time that  the disciples were seeing Jesus.  They maintain that they had 
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at one time or another been in the crowds who gathered to hear Jesus preach.  Perhaps they 

had stayed behind afterward to speak with him.  Undoubtedly, they were already familiar with 

him and his message and were drawn to him. 

Jesus never said to them,  “I have a theological system I would like you to be part of.”  

Or, “I have some theories I would like you to consider. “  He simply said, “Follow me”.  For the 

most part, it is not just because of what Jesus said that people have chosen to follow him over 

the years, but because of what he did, and how he lived.  What of Jesus might people see in our 

lives, and be drawn to Him through us?   (Slide #5)   How do people see something of  Jesus in 

you? 

#4.   (Slide #6)  What did Jesus offer the disciples in exchange for them following him?  

We often hear people ask,  “What’s in it for me?” 

He did not offer them a life of comfort and inactivity.  He called them to service.  He 

called them to something in which they could invest their lives, and make a difference.  He 

called them to unselfishness and sacrifice.  He called them to a quality of life and a life through 

which the lives of so many others could be impacted for good.  He called them to be difference 

makers! 

How are you responding to Jesus’ call?  How are you investing your life for the greater 

good?  (Slide #7) How are you living the life of a disciple to which Jesus is calling you?   

Amen 

   


