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The Woman with the perfume and Judas 

Today’s question:  Who was the first Christian? 

It has been argued that it was a woman.  Some say it was the woman who 

anointed Jesus with expensive perfume.  The woman we just read about in 

Scripture. 

(Slide #1) 

Reading through Mark, it is not hard to notice that he has been quite critical of 

the disciples – Peter, James, John, and especially Judas.  They kept getting it 

wrong.  Jesus has told his followers, not once, but 3 times that he was going to 

die. They went into denial.  They don’t  respond in any helpful way.   

 When we read what this woman has done, anointing Jesus with expensive 

perfume, this simple act becomes very significant.   

Jesus and his disciples are at dinner at the home of Simon the leper.   Not Simon 

the billionaire.  Not Simon the Emperor.  Simon the leper!  The unnamed woman 

enters the scene holding a beautiful alabaster jar filled with very costly ointment.  

She breaks the jar open and pours the ointment over Jesus’ head.  She anoints 

him.   
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Some of those gathered, were annoyed!  What is she doing?    

“What a waste!  This ointment could have been sold and the money given to the 

poor!” They began to chastise and scold her. 

Jesus jumped in,   “Stop it.  Leave her alone.  She did a good thing.  The poor will 

be with you always.  You can take care of them forever.  I will be with you only for 

a short time.  This woman who you chastise -  she is preparing my body for burial 

– she has taken seriously what I have said -  that I am going to die – she has taken 

my words to heart.  What she has done for me will be known throughout the 

world forever.”      

This woman and other women had been travelling with Jesus and the other 

disciples.   She believed him when he said that he would die and that he would 

rise again. They had all heard Him.  But this woman heard, believed, and did 

something about it.  She took action!  For Mark she is the first Christian, the first 

believer. To believe implies action, behaviour….. Belief is an action word.  She 

believed what Jesus said, long before there was ever an empty tomb.  And she did 

something about it. 

This unnamed woman, this first Christian also serves as a role model for 

leadership.  Jesus had been telling the Twelve and all His other followers again 
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and again that to lead, meant to serve – to humble oneself.  It seemed he had 

gotten nowhere with the Twelve.  But here this unnamed woman heard, believed, 

and took action! Her faith, her discipleship, her servanthood is in striking contrast 

with those 12 men, and especially that disciple named Judas. 

And there they stand.  They had just got put in their place by Jesus.  They just got 

shown up - by a woman! 

Immediately,  Mark draws our attention to Judas.  The contrast is stark.  Judas has 

gone to find the leaders of the church.  He is about to betray Jesus.  The chief 

priests were very pleased to hear what Judas had to say and they promised to 

give him some money for his good work.  Judas begins to scheme….looking for an 

opportunity to betray Jesus.   

Mark gives us no hint as to motive.  In Mark’s Gospel, Judas does not ask for 

money. The chief priests were delighted that Judas has come to them and they 

gladly offer to pay Judas for his good work.   

Matthew’s Gospel reads differently from Mark’s.  It says that Judas asks the 

religious authorities, “What will you give me if I betray Him?” 
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Remember how we have been finding connections between the Old and the New 

Testament in this Holy Week series? This week, in Zechariah 11, a shepherd says 

to the sheep merchants, “If it seems right to you, then give me my wages.  But if 

not, keep them.’  The wages came out to 30 shekels of silver.  Then God tells the 

shepherd to throw it into the treasury, this lordly price at which I was valued by 

them. So I took the 30 shekels of silver and threw them into the treasury in the 

house of the Lord.”        

The Matthew reference of 30 pieces of silver is the price Judas will be paid to turn 

over Jesus to the religious authorities…..30 pieces of silver - the value of the Lord. 

In Mark’s Gospel, there is no mention of Judas’ motivation. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, it was money. 

John’s Gospel goes even farther.  For John, Judas was either a devil or under the 

influence of a devil.  It is also interesting to note that in the Gospel of John, when 

the unnamed woman was anointing Jesus, John says it was Judas who called her 

to stop.  In Mark, it says the protests came from some people in the room.  In 

John, it says that Judas called her to stop, not because he cared about the poor, 

but because he was a thief.  Judas kept the common purse of the group and often 

stole from it.  On the night of Jesus’ arrest, John mentions the devil twice, in 
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relation to Judas.  “The devil put it into the heart of Judas to betray him.”   John 

13:2   And later, at the Last Supper,  “After he received the piece of bread, Satan 

entered into Judas.  Jesus said to Judas,  “Do quickly what you are going to do.”  

John 13:27 

Maybe Judas did it for the money.  Maybe he did it because he was a thief.  

Perhaps Judas thought that he would otherwise be arrested with Jesus and the 

best way to avoid that was to betray Jesus.   

Mark’s emphasis is not on Judas’ motive.  Mark is focused on the fact that Judas 

was a member of the Twelve.  He uses that phrase often  -  Judas, one of the 

twelve.  Mark wants to emphasize that those closest to him, fail him miserably in 

Jerusalem, in so many ways.     

Again, we are in Lent.  This series that I am doing, deals with the Scriptures of 

Holy Week.  Again, we need to ask ourselves, is this Scripture just about 

them…..those people way back there, in that church?  Or does any of this have 

anything to do with any of us? 

If we were asked who it is we identify with in these Scriptures, my guess is that 

we would all prefer to identify with the woman who anointed Jesus.  Being some 
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of the disciples, who’s hearts were in the right place, but who almost always got it 

wrong wouldn’t be so bad I guess……but Judas?  No way! 

I know some people for whom self-reflection is a frequent exercise.  I know others 

who almost never, in the privacy of their own world, hold a mirror up to their lives 

and consider how they are doing.  Where are you on this spectrum?  How 

objective are you on this topic of self-examination? 

We only get one life to live.  What will our legacy be? 

 I invite you, during these last couple of weeks of Lent to spend some time 

asking yourself questions like these: 

(Slide #2)  What am I thankful for? 

(Slide #3)  Who loves me? 

(Slide #4)  Jesus asks me to be kind, gentle, caring, compassionate, unselfish, 

loving, forgiving.  He asks me to take a stand against injustice.  What are some 

examples of how I have been this person?  What are some examples of when I 

have not been? 

Do you know what a plumb line is?  Perhaps surprisingly the Bible is filled with 

plumb line references. A plumb line is a cord weighted with lead that is used in 
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building to check that vertical structures are true. It is used symbolically to 

refer to the divine standard against which God, the builder of his people, 

tests and judges them. It also symbolises the standards by which God will 

rebuild his people. 

On this 5th Sunday in Lent, I want to close today with a poem by Jan 

Pickard called the Plumb line Prayer. 
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